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Editorial: Student movement rejects limitations of democracy
On June 7, 1960, the Quebec Liberal Party made
this election promise in a Le Devoir newspaper
ad: Free education, from kindergarten through
university, along with subsidies for room,
board, and clothing, for students with the required ability and desire.
The promise was part of the package of fundamental changes that were to catapult Quebec from
the period known as the Great Darkness, the era

of Union Nationale strongman Maurice Duplessis,
into the heady 1960s of vast social, economic and
political progress that was the Quiet Revolution.
The promise of free education was repeated
by the Parent Commission in its 1964 report as
a goal, and it was partially fulfilled with the virtual freezing of low tuition fees. The creation of
CEGEPs meant that what previously had been the
first year of a four-year university course was now
the second year of CEGEP, which is free.
This powerful legacy, and the demand that this
promise be fulfilled at a time when a university
degree is a pre-requisite for many jobs in the
knowledge-based economy, is what kicked off the
student boycotts of classes in March. It affected
mainly French-language post-secondary institutions and has become the most striking political
development in this province in some time.
It has mushroomed into something else, the exact
impact of which remains to be seen. While some
call for taking back the streets from protests that
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have affected traffic and some businesses, others are affirming that the streets belong to no one
group. Seniors, professors, teachers, union activists,
members of marginal political groups, and many
middle-class adults with beefs against governments
and authority have joined in to turn these protests
into a multifaceted expression of dissent.
The fact that this has percolated from below is a
sign of disaffection from the existing political parties and structures and is a form of participatory
democracy that rejects the limitations of parliamentary democracy.
The Liberal government of Jean Charest was
sluggish in its initial response, banking on the
polls showing support for the tuition hikes first
proposed over five years, then stretched out to
seven years to bring fees here in line with the average in Canada. Part of the blame can be attributed
to former education minister, Line Beauchamp,
who under-estimated the resolve of the renascent
student movement. The revelation in La Presse
that one of the contributors to her campaign was
a Mafia associate almost as much as her failure to
resolve the student boycotts led to her decision to
resign from politics. That episode did not enhance
the government’s credibility.
Charest deserves credit, however, for finally
entering the fray and using his strong rhetorical skills to argue that the government has made
many changes in response to student demands to
ensure that anybody from the middle and lowerincome classes, whose family income is up to
$100,000, will be eligible for bursaries and loans
to cushion the tuition hikes.
He and his government have belatedly made
some strong arguments in support of its policies,
which have broad support. Under present conditions, the Liberals will be able to profit electorally
from their attitude, the polls indicate.
Another problem is that the student movement
is presenting some retrograde ideas that deserve
to be rejected. They had asked to redirect certain
funds so there is at least a freeze, if not a rollback
of tuition fees. Several ideas make no sense, such
as shifting funds from research grants to augment
university income. Research in the physical and
social sciences is at the heart of university culture
and must be increased, not diminished. Ending the
tax savings for parents would eliminate a fiscal instrument that helps make it easier for families that
contribute to their children’s higher education.
Finally, the protests have evolved. The push to
hike tuition fees comes at a time when industries are closing down in Quebec and moving
to where labour is cheap. Cutbacks, which have
begun in Ottawa, are in the offing provincially.
Our per-capita provincial debt—almost $20,000
this year—is the highest in Canada.
As Paul Krugman wrote in the New York Times
this month, the push for austerity in America and
Britain—and coming here—is ostensibly about
debt and deficits. But in reality, it’s about using
deficit panic as an excuse to dismantle social programs. The students and their allies are saying,
“We believe in social democracy and we are taking to the streets to protect our social programs,
including the tuition freeze.”
And in that respect, they deserve support and
sympathy.

Vic Vogel’s Cuban music dances along the edge of bebop
The irrepressible Vic Vogel was on
the phone from his home near the
Jacques Cartier Bridge, searching
for words to explain what he does
with Cuban music.
Words failed him, so he put down
the phone, went over to the piano and
played a few bars of the languorous
love ballad Claudia by Chucho Valdes.
Then he turned that same melody
into a Vic Vogel special, punctuating it with some percussive chords
and giving it the bebop edge that is
characteristic of much of his musical
language.
“I gave it a heart transplant,” is how
he finally put it, finding the Vogelesque way to describe what he loves
to do and why he has been a headliner at every Montreal International
Jazz Festival but one since its inception 33 years ago.
Vogel’s leitmotif, on stage and off:
“It’s gotta swing.”
He has a pronounced romantic side
that underpins his frenetic and syncopated exterior, and it comes out
when he plays solo ballads on his
beloved Steinway.
Vogel’s back on Friday, June 29,
with his Big Band, at l’Astral, the
lovely bar with mezzanine in the
Blumenthal Building, 309 Ste. Catherine W., a block east of Bleury.
On the menu, an evening showcasing the Afro-Cuban influence in jazz
that has always been a big part of Vo-

productions. He composed and directed the music for the opening and
closing ceremonies of the 1976 Summer Olympics in Montreal.
He began his jazz big band in 1978
and it became a launching pad and
finishing school for many of Quebec’s finest talents, some of whom
continue to perform with Vogel.
Among the 17 stalwart musicians
who will be with him at this year’s
festival gig are saxophone players Alexandre Côté, Jean Fréchette,
André Leroux, Al McLean, and Dave
Turner, and trumpeters Ron DiVic Vogel has a pronounced romantic side that underpins his frenetic exterior. Lauro, Joe Sullivan, Jocelyn Couture
and Jocelyn Lapointe.
gel’s repertoire and personal connec- the helpful Gentile boy who turns on
The repertoire includes pieces by
tion and commitment.
lights for observant Jews.
Gillespie, Cuban jazz heroes Chucho
“We’ve always been influenced by
As a self-taught pianist until the Valdes and Chico O’farrill, and our
Afro-Cuban music—probably 90 age of 10 when he studied classical own Oscar Peterson.
per cent of my band book is Latin- for a year with Michel Hirby, Vogel
That kinder, gentler side of the
oriented.”
learned to play trombone and tuba on Vogel persona emerged on his won“I grew up with Dizzy Gillespie, his own, performed in show bands in derful 1993 solo album with mainly
and he was among the first, with the 1950s and became a busy musical original material.
Chano Pozo, to bring in the Afro- director for CBC and Radio Canada
Continued on page 4
Cuban influence.”
Poso played a major role in founding
Latin jazz, a blend of belpo and Cuban
folk music. He became Gillespie’s
conga player and co-wrote the trumpeter’s famous Afro-Cuban compositions, Manteca and Tin Tin Deo.
The son of Hungarian-born parents, Vogel grew up in the Prince
Arthur neighbourhood and, surrounded by Jewish neighbours,
picked up a smattering of Yiddish.
He remembers being a Shabbes Goy,
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It’s all about rhythm and a beat
Continued from page 3

Retirement in the Heart of Town of Mount Royal

It also surfaced in 2008, when
Vogel was visiting Cuba and in the
aftermath of Hurricane Ike, as he
recalls the moment, “I saw a piano
floating in the damn sea!”
“I was in a village—every town has
its cultural centre in Cuba—and I
said to myself, when I get home I’m
gonna get one.
“I went on the CBC’s Homerun
show on radio and when I mentioned
I was looking for a piano for Cuba, I
ended up getting 15 the same day.
“I had to get a U-Haul to pick up
the pianos. There were a lot of pianos in very wealthy homes that were
pieces of crap. The people were too
cheap to get them out of there themselves. They figured, I am going to
get rid of their garbage for them.
They got mad when I said, ‘It’s not
good enough’.”
“I also got cellos, trombones, saxophones, cellos, violins. I got one violin that a violin-maker told me was a

very good instrument but would cost
$1,500 to repair. He gave me in exchange eight brand new Yamaha violins for students, with bows and cases.”
The campaign became so popular that this year Vogel has collected
enough instruments to fill a container
“to the hilt.” The Cuban government
agreed to pay for the container.
For Vogel, music with a rhythm
and a beat is what it’s all about.
“I’m 76, and I still feel like a kid
when I’m up there. That’s what keeps
us going.”
He recalled the words of the saxophonist Jimmy Heath, who was Vogel’s guest at a jazz festival gig in 2003.
“The lady from the jazz festival
came to pay us. He took the money,
but he told her, “I don’t want the
money—I want the time. He was 77.
“I know what he means. Instead of
getting slower, I’m getting faster, I’m
writing faster, because I don’t want
to miss out.”
irblock@hotmail.com

“I enjoy being happy every day, and hopefully you can
hear my happiness in my music. Life is beautiful.”
~ Cuban-born singer Christina Milian

TOWN OF MOUNT ROYAL
THROUGHOUT HISTORY!
WHAT?
In recognition of Town of Mount
Royal’s centennial, Le Graham
invites you to a photo exhibition
of people and places in the city of
TMR throughout the ages. Get the
chance to win one of two $100 gift
cards at Rockland Center.
WHEN?
June 10, from 2 to 4 pm

R E N TA L A PA R T M E N T S
Domaine Bellerive
1 Place de la Belle-Rive, Laval
CALL NOW: 450-686-2280
Heat, hot water, fridge, stove and dishwaher included!

WHERE?

1935 GRAHAM BLVD.
TOWN OF MOUNT ROYAL

514.341.5353

www.legraham .ca
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Many amenities, situated directly on the waterfront, minutes to the Island of Montreal!

Journalist tackles taboo of workplace depression with courage
There are many inspiring moments
in this gripping personal story
of how one of Canada’s toughest,
most courageous and successful
journalists fell into the dark hole
of workplace depression.
Told with honesty when it comes to
revealing her weaknesses and many
character strengths, we are reminded
how depression in its various manifestations can strike anyone, even
someone like the Montreal-born
Wong who in mid-career had
reached the pinnacle of professional
achievement.
Here we see the much-admired
Globe & Mail correspondent, who
dodged mortal danger to bring
readers a blow-by-blow account of
the treacherous Tiananmen Square
massacre while she was its China
correspondent in 1989, reduced to a
“reckless shopaholic” as her clinical
depression sets in.
But Wong, still the meticulous
researcher, inquisitive mind and
relentless reporter, asks her psychiatrist why these impulsive and unnecessary purchases made her so happy.
He tells her the therapeutic effect
of shopping—not window-shopping
but actually buying stuff—“activates
the brain’s reward centre, releasing a
gush of dopamine.”
It’s the same happy chemical triggered by gambling, drug use and other
addictive behaviours, she writes.
Anecdotes of her excesses while
on sick leave from the Globe—some
funny, many sad—are interspersed

Photo courtesy of Jan Wong
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Jan Wong fought her former employer
for paid leave during her depression.

with research on the history of depression.
As we follow her erratic behaviour,
Wong quotes from literary figures
and characters who were also afflicted, including author William
Styron, Flaubert’s Emma Bovary and
Virginia Woolf ’s Mrs. Galloway.
Her saga, laced with self-deprecating humour, describes a courageous
battle to be recognized as someone
with a debilitating illness, entitled to
paid sick leave. Equally courageous
is her refusal to be gagged by her former employer.
It reads like a thriller, and Wong
emerges the heroine as she and her
union clash with her employer who,
in spite of her dedication, work ethic
and achievements, suspected she
was faking her illness.
Human resources and her group
insurer, Manulife, balked at her

5 The Senior Times June 2012 www.theseniortimes.com

claim for paid leave on disability.
What triggered her depression
was the Dawson College shooting
in 2006, when Kimveer Gill killed
Anastasia De Sousa and wounded
19 others before taking his own life.
The Globe sent Wong to Montreal
the next day and in 24 hours she put
together a 3,000-word front-page
piece. It went through several editors, including then editor-in-chief
Edward Greenspon.
Three short paragraphs of analysis
her editors had requested resulted in
a furor, with denunciations in Quebec City and Ottawa, racist epithets,
death threats, and calls for a boycott of her father’s famous House of
Wong restaurant in Montreal.
She had drawn a parallel between
Gill’s Sikh background and those of
the two other shooters in Montreal
universities, Russian-born Valery
Fabrikant and Marc Lépine, son of
an Algerian father. She opined about
their marginalization “in a society
that valued pure laine.”
As she was having dinner, her editors called and asked for more on
this angle, but Wong replied she had
given all she could.
Faced with a storm of backlash,

Greenspon wrote an apology for the
offending paragraphs, stating they
were “clearly opinion” and should
have been cut. But he never stated
that he had read and approved the
piece before it was published.
The reaction triggered Wong’s
descent. She was no longer able to
write, precipitating her battle to regain her mental health as she sought
paid sick leave.
The book includes anecdotes about
the strong support she received from
her two teenage sons, husband, family in Montreal and friends.
Wong eventually came to terms
with her employer, never agreeing to
a non-disclosure demand, except for
the amount of the financial settlement, and moved on to a new career
as an academic.
Anyone who has battled with depression, be it mild or debilitating,
or is interested in the latest scientific
understanding of this illness, will be
moved, entertained and enlightened.
irblock@hotmail.com
Out of the Blue: A Memoir of
Workplace Depression, Recovery,
Redemption and, Yes, Happiness by
Jan Wong is available at janwong.ca/
outoftheblue.html, $21.99.

Living the good life
Experience luxurious retirement living at Résidences Symphonie where you can
custom design your services and care package from our à la carte menu to suit your
individual needs. Choose from an affordable studio, one-bedroom, or spacious
two-bedroom suite. And enjoy the activities and companionship that takes place
in our many, beautifully appointed amenities.
Living at Résidences Symphonie makes it easy to enjoy every moment, while
creating new and lasting memories. Enjoy delicious, chef prepared meals, a variety
of activities while care services are delivered with a smile from our professional staff.

Your 1st two months free in any 1 bedroom occupied
by August 31st, 2012! Rates as low as $1,399 /month.*
*Some restrictions may apply.

15 Place de la Triade
Pointe-Claire, QC H9R 0A3
(514) 695-6695

325 Chemin de la Pointe-Sud
Île-des-Sœurs, QC H3E 0B1
(514) 767-6792

www.residencessymphonie.com
6 The Senior Times June 2012 www.theseniortimes.com

Pelletier’s paintings coloured an era

We buy gold!
Broken
& Unwanted
jewellery!
We pay top $$$!
8k - 24k

First Person
Sandra Schachter
Bijouterie
Jewellery

Each day on my way to the office, I pass an antiques store and take a brief moment to gaze
at the magical paintings displayed in the window. They start my day with sunshine. But as I
walked by recently, I noticed that the paintings
were no longer there.
Sensing something was amiss, I stepped in to
inquire, only to learn that, sadly, the artist Gilles
Pelletier had passed away due to illness at just 55.
His works of art had been quickly sold with the
news of his death.
Several years ago I interviewed Pelletier for The
Senior Times and found him to be refreshingly accessible, soft-spoken, expressive and wonderfully
generous with detail on his background, his art,
and his vision.
Pelletier’s paintings, capturing brilliant shades
of orange, dazzling raspberry reds, luminous yellows, indigo blues and lush greens, took us on
journeys through lively scenes full of tradition
and memories of times past. Through his art, he
invited us to the countryside, with grazing horses
and cows and pecking hens, rainbow quilts airing
on clotheslines, picket fences, verandas and richshaded barns and rooftops. Trees boast leaves in
sunset orange, emerald-green grass spreads across
the landscape, figures always on the move engaged
in farm activity, all in bold, right out-of-the-tube
cheerful hues—a feast for the eye.
He also invited us to the city, to neighbourhood
skating rinks and kids playing hockey, to landmarks like the Orange Julep, Schwartz’s, Fairmount Bagel and the old Forum. He took us on
nostalgic tours to the Imperial, Loews and St.

Gilles Pelletier used colour to enchant viewers
with scenes from city and country life.

Denis theatres, rides on a horse and buggy, a cable
car. Hints of humour that surprise and please.
Quintessential Pelletier.
The cadence, the small details of everyday life
invariably captivated his imagination, giving us an
appetite for more.
“It doesn’t matter to me how crooked I see
things,” he said during our 2005 interview, commenting on the sometimes disproportionate nature of the subjects he depicted.
Pelletier characterized his art as “naive.”
That charming innocence exemplified his artistry, always entertaining, always visually sumptuous. How fortunate we are to have such a treasure
of Quebec art, enchanting us with the beauty and
flavour of our city and country.
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514-695-6527
3705 St. Charles
Kirkland
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Neil McKenty, Dec. 31, 1924 – May 12, 2012

Former Pit Stop columnist Neil McKenty with his wife, Catherine, in the fall of 2009.

Neil McKenty began a relationship with
The Senior Times in May 1998. He developed an avid following because of his integrity, his meticulous research and his
strong and grounded opinions.
Neil was a master of argument and always gave us the big picture. He was most
concerned by the failure of his own Roman
Catholic Church to adapt its core teachings
to evolving ethical values.
He championed those politicians who displayed his own passions for the rights of the
marginalized in North American societies.
He had no patience for hypocrites and
double dealers. That’s why readers awaited
his monthly “Pit Stop” as did his editors, myself included.
I was proud to have Neil as one of ours. He
raised the bar and set the standard for engaging and thought-provoking journalism.
Over the years, Neil’s writing helped shape
The Senior Times, always reflecting our values and concerns as a newspaper.
We will miss him dearly and send our
heartfelt condolences to his loving wife of 40
years, Catherine.

Neil McKenty exemplified the men who
were trained in the Jesuit tradition of disciplined scholarship.
Intellectual rigour was always the basis of
his structured viewpoints on a range of subjects, but after being ordained in 1957 he left
the priesthood in 1969, unable to reconcile
church teachings with his deepest feelings.
He hosted the highly popular phone-in
show Exchange on CJAD in 1972 before moving to CFCF-TV where he did the same thing.
His producer Daniel Freedman had this
to say in a recent appreciation: “He hated
pretense. And he hated hypocrisy. I saw him
show the same respect for a make-up artist,
stagehand or waitress that he showed for a
professor or prime minister. ... Life with Neil
was never dull. He ate ice cream on the air
with one of the founders of Ben and Jerry’s—
with great gusto, but very little elegance.”
McKenty had his demons. He battled depression and wrote about it in his candid autobiography, The Whole Story, in which he recalls
his struggle to reconcile his profound religious
beliefs and his need to fully express himself as a
human being. He did that with great eloquence
and his voice, which echoes among his many
Barbara Moser, Publisher, followers, will be missed by all.
The Senior Times
Irwin Block
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• Easiest in and out • Best visibility
• The perfect seat-height position
• Easy trunk / hatch access

0% FINANCING
No payment for 120 days

FOR 72 MONTHS
$750 FINANCE CREDIT
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Years of sun exposure takes its toll on skin
Does the risk of skin cancer increase with age?
One “feature” of growing older is
Yes, due to cumulative effects of the
acquiring liver spots and various sun on the skin.
other blemishes on the skin.
Is it higher in countries like AusTo find out whether they pose a risk, tralia and California where the sun
I recently asked a dermatologist to culture is still popular?
have a look at my arms, face and back.
Absolutely, especially Australia,
It turned out that half a dozen of with mostly fair-skinned individuals
these freckle-like marks were pre- originally from England.
cancerous and the dermatologist How can we recognize suspect disremoved them with liquid nitrogen, coloration on the skin, liver spots,
for which there is a $30 charge.
freckles or other marks as distin“You’ve had enough sun,” he ad- guished from pre-cancerous lesions?
vised me, suggesting that at 68, and
I recommend that suspicious
after years of travelling and living in beauty spots be removed because
Asia and around the Mediterranean, they can develop into melanoma if
I cover up this summer during a va- they fall under ABCDE: Asymmetry,
cation to Greece and Israel.
Border irregularity, Colour change,
And he didn’t mean sun block. Diameter of more than 6 millimeHe said cover your arms and upper tres, Evolution (rapid change within
body, even when swimming, and a few months).
even in the shade. He warned me When should someone over 50 visit
to be cautious since my skin is light a dermatologist?
and I have signs on my body of proWhen there are persistent lesions
longed exposure.
that won’t heal.
I contacted the Quebec Associa- Is a referral necessary?
tion of Dermatologists to get some
Most dermatologists will ask for a
basic information on sun exposure referral paper.
as a medical issue and was referred Are there costs for treatment not
to Daniel Barolet, a Town of Mount covered by medicare?
2012.06 Lecture Series CJN.pdf
1
12-05-24
3:59 PM
Royal dermatologist.
Yes, for liquid nitrogen, local anesIrwin Block

thesia and some cosmetic procedures.
What is your advice for sun-starved
seniors regarding exposure to the
sun in the summer?
A 15-minute indirect exposure on
the arm and face is enough to get
sufficient conversion of cholesterol
to vitamin D in the skin.
What is your advice for people who
head off to areas where the sun
shines brightly almost every day?
They have to protect themselves
with a sun protection factor of 30
or higher, especially in the first few
days of their vacation.
irblock@hotmail.com

Goals and Well-Being in Couples
Study Participants Needed
Dr. Wrosch, of the Psychology Department at Concordia University, is conducting a
research project on the regulation of goals in young, middle-aged, and older couples
(married or cohabitating), aged 18 years and older. The study involves completing
questionnaires, once a year for three years (compensation = $30 per person for each
session, lasting between 1-2 hours). If you would like to participate in this study,
please call: 514-848-2424 ext. 2236 or email: mtlcouplesstudy@gmail.com
Please note: participation in this study will take place at the Loyola campus,
located at 7141 Sherbrooke Street, West, in N.D.G. We will
be adding a location at the downtown campus at a later date.

T12-8906-ARSC-adv-wrosch-senior-times-1A.indd 1
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It looks like the queen took a few
moments away from getting ready
for her Diamond Jubilee to prepare
a card for Elise Felix of Résidences
Soleil, who turned 100 on May 6. We
also wish Ms. Felix a happy birthday.

12-02-29 11:52 AM
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Divorce is stressful as it is, but what happens to the condo?
June is traditionally marriage time.
In 1989, a law was adopted introducing the concept of family patrimony. It changed the way we look
at property belonging to married
couples.
This law is of public order, which
means no one has the option of deciding they do not want it to apply to
him or her. Upon marriage, a couple
cannot renounce its provisions or
ignore the effect it will have upon
certain of their assets. Also, it supersedes the contents of a marriage
contract.
A family patrimony is created by
marriage or civil union. As long as
a couple is domiciled in the province of Quebec, the provisions of the
family patrimony law will apply to
them and will have an effect upon
division of assets at the time of separation, divorce or death regardless
of where they may have lived at the
time of the marriage.
The idea behind the creation of

Legal Ease
Joyce Blond
Frank
B.A., B.C.L., LL.M.

family patrimony was to promote
economic equality between spouses
by ensuring that certain assets belonging to and/or used by a couple
during the marriage were equitably
divided upon its dissolution.
The assets included in family patrimony are the family residences,
the furniture and furnishings contained in them, motor vehicles used
for family travel, pension plans and
some retirement plans.
It is at the end or breakup of the
marriage or civil union that the
value of the family patrimony is established, according to specific rules
set out in the Civil Code of Quebec.
It does not matter who has a right of

And after the wild romance of spring,
as everything blooms and turns out
the best and brightest colours ... June.
Unions of one type or another are a
mainstay of most cultures over the
globe, and in North America, June is
the traditional month for weddings.
And so we celebrate unions this month.
Bondage in marriage . . . . . . . . . p 11
Focus on the wedding feast . . . p 18
Marriage to mate or job . . . . . . p 22
Feathering the nest . . . . . . . . . . . p 30

ownership in a particular asset. If it
forms part of the family patrimony,
it is included in the evaluation.
When we marry, certain property
we possess will automatically become part of the family patrimony.
It may not be a first marriage and
a person already owns assets at the
time of their remarriage; when that
marriage ends, either through divorce or death, the family patrimony
ceases to exist and its net value must
be calculated and divided.
People are often surprised to learn
that their spouse has a financial interest in what they thought was
completely theirs. In many cases,
a substantial pension or RRSP has
been accumulated by one of the
spouses during the marriage and it
can be shocking to learn that it must
be shared with the other spouse.
There may be exceptions in cases of
a marriage of very short duration or
in cases in which one of the spouses
has dissipated assets, but the general
rule is one of equal division between
the parties.
A specific problem occurs when a
senior remarries and either already
owns a home that becomes the
family residence, or has inherited
money from a deceased spouse and
uses those funds to purchase a residence or such family patrimony assets as furniture or a car during the
new marriage. The question arises as
to what happens when the second
marriage is dissolved by death or divorce.
A couple can settle the matter between themselves and agree on how
to divide their assets. They may agree
to sell their home, take back whatever amount they contributed and
split the balance. Or they may agree
that the original owner of the house
keeps it and half the increase in its
value during the marriage is divided
between the parties.
However, when the parties cannot
agree on the evaluation or how to

divide the assets, the calculation of
who gets what according to law can
be complex.
The law provides a mathematical
formula for calculating the value.
Let’s assume you own a condo and
remarry but continue to live in your
condo as a family.
That condo will be included in the
family patrimony. Upon dissolution
of the marriage by death or divorce,
assuming you are unable to mediate
an agreement with your spouse or
his estate, you will have to establish
two things: the net value (market
value less mortgage) of your condo
at the time of the marriage and the
increase in the market value of the
condo between the time of the marriage to the time of its dissolution.
Before the value of the condo is divided, you will be able to take back
an amount equal to the net value of
the condo at the time of the marriage plus a portion of the increase
in value corresponding to the ratio
between the net value and market
value of the condo at the time of the
marriage.
What remains after you have taken
this amount back will be equally divided.
Where inherited money has been
used to purchase a family residence,
those funds can also be reclaimed
prior to dividing the value.
If family patrimony assets are
bought and sold during the marriage
using inherited funds, the calculation of how to divide the properties
upon dissolution of the marriage becomes even more complex.
Calculations are also needed when
improvements are made to a property using inherited funds or where
such funds are used for the purchase
of or invested in other family patrimony assets.
The calculations can be complicated and depend on the individual
situation. There are no easy, immediate answers.
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John Abbott dancers cry havoc with production of Marathon 33
Shakespeare popularized the
phrases “cry havoc” and “sweet are
the uses of adversity.”
These quotes popped into my mind
during John Abbott College’s professional theatre production of June
Havoc’s dance drama Marathon 33.
Havoc, who was born in Vancouver and died at 97 in 2010, had a lot
of early adversity to cry about. She
overcame early poverty to become an
actor in 29 films and 13 TV shows.
She began at 3 years old as Baby June
in mother Rose’s burlesque show.
She morphed as a pre-teen into
Dainty June but ran away from home
when she was overshadowed by her
domineering mother and her older
sister Louise (who became megastar
Gypsy Rose Lee).
During the Depression she and thousands of other desperate people entered
marathon dance contests for the free
food as much as for the big prize.
Based on her book, Early Havoc,
she wrote and directed Marathon
33, which played on Broadway in

dropping out as they competed for
coins thrown on the floor by gambling viewers. Cameos of contestants
from different backgrounds added
texture to the script.
Hayley Kerber was perfect as
June; Ezra Fama-deSmit as Patsy,
her assigned dance partner, had an
insouciant manner that balanced
her earnestness. Cedric Roy as Mr.
Dankle, the smooth promoter, and
Veronique Breton as Melba Marvel,
the celebrity slummer, captured their
roles, as did Michael Nangreaves as
Ruddy, and Naomi Du Vall as Evie,
Dankle’s efficient but sympathetic
assistant.
Marathon ’33 draws comparison
to the 1969 film They Shoot Horses,
Dancers compete in 1923. During the Depression, many entered for the free food.
Don’t They? That film, with Jane
1963 with vulnerable Julie Harris as amusing fad but turned dark with the Fonda, was based on a 1935 novel.
Jean, the teenage June stand-in who years of unemployment. Gangsters Fonda’s then-husband, Roger Vadim,
reluctantly enters one marathon and corrupted the process, contestants persuaded her to accept the leading
waveringly decides to try a second. sabotaged each other, fights ensued.
role,as he felt the marathon dance
Havoc holds the world record for
The show began with Yip Har- craze was relevant to existentialism.
dancing: 3,400 hours.
burg’s iconic 1932 Brother, Can You
Havoc acted with such greats as
As veteran director Terry Donald Spare a Dime? A six-piece band pro- Gregory Peck and Richard Burton.
notes, these dance marathons origi- vided music of the era as 40 students
As Shakespeare said, “All’s well that
nated in the Roaring Twenties as an pranced and stumbled their way to ends well.”
Photo: Library of Congress

Byron Toben

Tying the knot, a cross-cultural analysis of bondage in marriage

Ever since cavemen stopped dragging away unwilling partners
by the hair, marriage has been a
knotty situation.
The climax of a Hindu ceremony arrives when the garments of the bride
and groom are tied together and, bound
in this manner, the knotted couple walk
round a holy fire. Chinese Buddhists
revere the deity Yue-laoum, who unites
all predestined couples with a silken
cord insuring that the union will be
consummated. Since 1275, “tying the
knot” has also been a symbol at weddings in England. Traditionally, the
ribbons in a bridal bouquet would be
knotted as a symbol of the solemn bond
of marriage. John Ray, a 17th-century
naturalist quipped, “He had tied a knot
with his tongue he can’t untie with his
teeth.” It seems to me that Ray was
equating bonding with bondage.
Bonding, however, occurs in other
marriage rituals. Before my daughter Jennifer was married some years
ago in a traditional Jewish ceremony,
a ketuvah “marriage contract” was
signed by the couple and witnessed
by two friends. This contract is ordained by Talmudic law and according to some authorities dates back to
Biblical times. The ketuvah, written in
Aramaic, details the husband’s obligations to his wife: food, clothing, dwelling and pleasure. It also creates a lien
on all his property (there is even a reference to the shirt from the husband’s
11 The Senior Times June 2012

The Word
Nerd
Howard
Richler
back) to pay her a sum of money and
support should he predecease her or
(Oy Vay!) divorce her. The document
has the standing of a legally binding
agreement that in many countries is
enforceable by secular law.
In the marriage ceremony itself,
Jennifer and her spouse, Noah, repeated their vows underneath a
chuppah, a Hebrew word that means
“canopy.” The chuppah is a decorated
piece of cloth held aloft as a symbolic
home for the new couple. With so
many terms from Hebrew and Yiddish being recorded in the Oxford
English Dictionary, I wasn’t totally
surprised to find an entry for the
word “chuppah.” What was surprising, however, was the first citation
of the word coming from George
Eliot’s 1876 novel Daniel Deronda.
Noah intoned to Jennifer these Hebrew words: Harei at mikudeshet
li, b’taba’at zo k’dat Moshe v’Yisrael,
which translates as “Behold, you are
consecrated to me by this token according to the laws/traditions of
Moses and Israel.” In turn, Jennifer
announced to the throng, Ani l’dodi
www.theseniortimes.com

v’dodi li, “I am my beloved’s, and my
beloved is mine.”
I remember cringing at the wedding when an inebriated relative
asked me if I was comfortable in my
penguin suit. This lexicographically
challenged chap was obviously not
aware that the tuxedo’s origin is not
tied to a puny penguin but to a wild
wolf. A tuxedo is so named because
in 1890, the dress code at the local
country club in Tuxedo Park, 65 kilometres from New York City, dictated that gentlemen wear a tailless
dinner jacket at most nightly affairs.
This was known as a tuxedo coat
until matching trousers were added
to the ensemble, which came to be
known as a tuxedo.
The connection to the wolf does

not relate to the lasciviousness of
these posh men but rather to the
manner in which Tuxedo Park acquired its name. The P’tuksit were
a subtribe of the Delawares, who
lived along the western shore of the
Hudson River and the name literally
means “round-footed,” an allusion to
the wolf.
In the 18th century, American settlers gave the name of the P’tuksit,
anglicized as Tuxedo, to a village in
southeastern New York and by 1880
Tuxedo Park on the shore of Tuxedo
Lake became a fashionable resort of
the very wealthy.
Let me conclude by hoping that all
of this summer’s brides and grooms
are bound together in happiness.
hrichler@gmail.com

Outsourcing aging at Best Exotic Marigold
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On the surface, The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel
is a piece of feel-good movie fluff with a great
cast. But it has a point to make, and it makes it
eloquently.
Set in a rundown hotel in idyllic India—visually
beautiful without the scorching heat, noise and
chaos—the story follows a group of diverse characters who have little in common except that they
are all, still, looking for something intangible and
have passed the age of most beginnings.
The owner of the hotel, an enterprising young
Indian man played by Dev Patel, has a brilliant
business idea: He wants to “outsource” aging,
and believes there is a market for this in a North
American society that “doesn’t like old people.”
This is the first moment in the film, which also
stars Judi Dench, that one suspects something
more serious is at work. Two quotes remain with
me: “Perhaps what we most fear about the future
is that it will stay the same,” and “Everything will
be all right in the end and if it is not all right, it is
not the end.”
We do live in a society that fears, and therefore
denies, the reality of aging. It is a small step of
the imagination to think that if it were possible,
we would love to “outsource aging.” We associate older faces and bodies with deterioration and
ultimately death. Yet death is not necessarily the
realm of the old. There are 80-year-olds who ski
and 15-year-olds who die without ever having
tasted a first kiss.
On the other hand, the film asks us to suspend
our disbelief to the nth degree when a racist
morphs into a sweet and wise old lady. But because this character is portrayed by the beloved
Maggie Smith, we do so willingly.
At the screening I attended, there were invited

Photo: Caroline Bonarde Ucci

Kristine Berey

Judi Dench stars alongside Maggie Smith in Marigold.

groups of seniors in the audience. With blissful
ignorance, a younger woman introduced the film
to islands of white and grey as “a film especially
made for ‘you people’.”
But the point of the film is that the exclusion
of “the old” is a farce, as youth and old age are
just part of the much greater cycle of life, an everswirling continuum. The film does not gloss over
the byproducts of aging, such as death and disillusion, but it does make the point that while one is
alive, one has the right to hope. And by definition,
hope implies a future.
Perhaps being repelled by aging, or denying
death is of commercial value. After all, there is a
whole industry that tells us daily that the appearance of physical aging is a no-no.
But if we don’t see falling leaves as threatening and
we don’t hate a flower when its blooms are spent,
we should extend that perception to ourselves.
So, the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel can inspire
debate and discussion, all with a touch of humour
and tenderness. And that is what aging is all about.

Should senior discounts be available to all?
While the age limit varies, seniors are eligible
for discounts at some stores, restaurants, hotels
and services.
I see children and grandchildren shopping with
parents and grandparents in department stores
offering discounts on certain days. It could be a
great excuse for families to spend more time together, or maybe it is having the senior pay at the
cash to obtain savings. I’m not sure I understand
these discounts. A wealthy 75-year-old will pay
less for the same product as a struggling single
parent? Why not have special discount days for
mothers, teenagers or pet owners?
I understand early bird specials in restaurants,
where savings are offered for early diners. Restaurants are busier later in the evening and want to
fill their tables during the slower period. At least
this applies to all diners and is not defined by one’s
age. The senior discount meals often resemble the
children’s-size portions, so are seniors really getting a discount or just paying for a smaller portion? If so, why not just offer two sizes of meals
to all diners?
But it’s nice that seniors are offered savings. It
could be for such services as moving although
ads rarely specify the age that determines who is
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Let’s Talk About It
Bonnie Sandler, BS.W.

a senior.
At the other end of the spectrum are those who
might be paying more for some services, such as
banking and billing, which are increasingly handled over WiFi, not over the counter.
Bankbooks will soon be part of the dinosaur
age. If you peek into a bank, you will notice that
it looks like a senior’s convention. Many seniors
prefer to do their banking through personal interaction with a teller and have the transaction
recorded in their bankbook.
There are ways around using soon-to-be-obsolete paper billing. You can pay by automatic debit
or credit-card charge and have the bill delivered to
the email address a friend or family member who
you trust completely.
bonniesandler@gmail.com
Questions and comments may be used in articles.

Make your

health
your first

priority!
Insured for a better tomorrow.
If you’re 55 or older, it’s so reassuring to have
Blue Cross AMI Health Insurance, the perfect
complement to the public health system.
• Fast, efficient care: Enjoy access to many

state-of-the-art diagnostic services in a private
clinic.
• Comfort: Take advantage of nursing services

at home, plus a semi-private room if ever you
need to be hospitalized.
• Free health assistance services:

Rest assured with health advice, support
during convalescence and Blue Advantage
members discounts.

No medical exam.
No questionnaire.

Enroll today
1 866 459-2583
www.qc.bluecross.ca
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Kristine Berey
As July 1 approaches, shelters
across the island are bracing themselves for the wave of discarded animals that will be left at their door.
As a prelude to moving day, last
May the SPCA took in 1,060 former pets, 703 of which were cats.
“There are thousands in shelters
around this time of year,” says Sayara
Thurston of the Humane Society International/Canada.
“They are just inundated, specifically with cats. They have to euthanize hundreds, if not thousands, of

perfectly healthy, socialized, wellbehaved animals because of the
staggering numbers people bring,
thinking they are giving them a second chance.”
In a brief presented last month to
the Commission de l’agriculture,
des pêcheries, de l’énergie et des resources naturelles, HSI/Canada said
it finds it deplorable that the issue
of sterilization is absent from a new
animal protection law, Bill 51, that
Quebec is about to pass.
“The law does not mention sterilization, which, if incorporated,
would allow the government to regu-

Photo courtesy of SPCA Montérégie

New animal law misses key issue, humane society says

Agatha is one of many cats who need
homes. Contact the SPCA Montérégie:
450-460-3075, spcamonteregie.com.

late the issue,” Thurston said. “There
is no penalty at all for letting a nonsterilized cat outside. Regulating the
problem by sterilizing animals at
point of sale would be a huge step.”
Quebec is rated by the Animal Defense Fund as one of the worst in the
country in terms of its animal protection legislation. In the brief, HSI/
Canada also decried the fact that the
thousands of animals euthanized
each year die in gas chambers, an
outdated method and less humane,
they say, than an injection of sodium
pentobarbital.
They would like to see more control over an animals’ psychological
welfare, which they say is part of
protecting the animal.
“Sometimes strays are most at ease,
they have seen it all. But an animal
from a home becomes depressed and
stops eating. It is very sad for us to
see,” said Dana Girard, a seven-year
volunteer at the SPCA Montérégie.
Because it is a no-kill shelter subsisting on private donations, some
animals live there for years.
Like many other smaller shelters
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around the city, they are straining at
the seams.
But no real change will happen
until the public redefines the meaning of what animals are, Zoi Kilakos
said. With two friends, she runs on
a completely voluntary basis a trap,
neuter and spay program. The last
time their name appeared in the
media, instead of receiving calls
from potential volunteers, they were
swamped with requests to accept unwanted cats.
“The laws are quite ancient regarding animals. There needs to be
a major revision in terms of what
animals actually are, living breathing
feeling entities and not commodities,” she says.
Kilakos and her friends are working in partnership with a veterinarian on a colony of 10 cats in the Jean
Talon area.
“There is nowhere to put animals
right now. There was a series of poisonings. A cat can breed at 6 months,
with three or four kittens who then
have babies, of two or more litters a
year. The only end is for people to
realize they need to spay and neuter
their animals, and not let them out.”
Kilakos says the lifespan of a cat on
the street is an average of three years.
“Winters are very harsh, they are
attacked by other cats. I’ve done
rescues where the cats have no ears,
they have been frostbitten.”
Thurston urges people to avoid
purchasing pets online or from pet
stores.
“People who buy puppies get them
from puppy mills, unwittingly,
thinking they are buying from a
family breeder, not being able to see
the conditions where the puppy has
come from or in which its mother
may still be living in.”

Seniors’ resilience is highlighted in UQAM research report
about it and need someone to go to a lawyer or
to the bank. A volunteer can take them. They are
The wall of silence surrounding elder abuse is not involved in discussions but the senior will feel
not as insurmountable as it once was, but the supported.”
issue remains complex.
The eight volunteers at SAVA come from diverse
Seniors living in abusive situations have his- fields. “They are team of retired professionals who
torically been reluctant to seek help for a number have had their own careers, including a judge, a
of reasons—physical or cognitive frailty, shame, doctor, a lawyer, nurse and administrator.” The
social isolation and especially the emotional team includes lawyer Ann Soden, who runs a
ties they have to the people they fear, often their legal clinic operated by law students.
own children. The prevailing view has been that
When seniors decide they need to leave home,
abused seniors are ambivalent, fearful and there- they are offered a safe place to stay while they
fore helpless.
rebuild their lives with SAVA’s help.
But a recent report on the implementation and
“They leave when they are ready. They choose
clinical relevance of the Elder Abuse Help Line where they want to go, tell us what they want.”
challenges this perception.
Dufresne’s experience reflects the research reUQAM’s Michele Charpentier and Maryse
Soulières of the CSSS Cavendish were surprised
that of 4,879 calls during the first year, almost
one-third came from the seniors themselves. Researchers found that ageist perceptions highlight
seniors’ lack of capacity while diminishing their
resilience and will to live in dignity.
Women between 70-89 made 43 per cent of the
calls, but seniors over 90 called in as well. In more
than half the cases, a family member was identified as the abuser and the most often cited forms
of abuse were financial and psychological.
The line also provides a consulting service to
health professionals. Among their cases, the incidence of physical violence was higher. It is
estimated that between four and 10 per cent of
seniors live in abusive situations.
Researchers also noted an overrepresentation of
calls from private and public residences, 28 per
cent, while only 11 per cent of seniors live in collective facilities.
Run by volunteers at CSSS Cavendish, the line
employs social workers specializing in elder abuse.
The line is open from 8 am to 8 pm, providing
confidential support, information, assessment, referrals and, with the caller’s permission, follow-up
and intervention as necessary, so callers can get
help at their own pace.
Thurza Dufresne is coordinator of SAVA Centre
West (Shelter and Assistance for Victims of Elderabuse) a volunteer accompaniment and shelter
service for seniors.
She says it is the first facility of its kind in eastern
Canada. “Clients call us for support, social workers call us for consultations,” Dufresne says. “We
are there to give social workers a helping hand;
we can sit down as part of the intervention team.”
The public and health professionals may access
SAVA’s services, delivered by a team of volunteers,
as needed. “If a senior is in a suspected situation
of abuse, where they need emotional support, they
may not be ready to leave home, but are thinking
Kristine Berey

port’s findings. Since March, the refuge has had
eight clients, only one of whom has decided to return to her former living arrangement.
She is awed by the transformation she has seen
in the clients at the refuge, who go from exhaustion and despair to wanting to take initiative.
“The character and personality of the person
starts to come out. It’s very powerful.
“Before, the belief was that seniors would never
leave their home. It’s never been proved that they
would. Now proof is there that says, yes, they will.
To me, that is a huge display of the human capacity to want to live life to its fullest, to make our
own decisions and be happy with ourselves.”
Elder Abuse Help Line: 1-888-489-2287.
SAVA Centre West: 514-903-3550.

CONDOS-SERVICES
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Best wishes for la Fête nationale
and Canada Day
Meilleurs voeux pour
la Fête nationale et la Fête du Canada
Jean Charest
Premier of Quebec

Pierre Arcand
MNA for Mont-Royal

Raymond Bachand
MNA for Outremont

Minister of Sustainable
Development,
Environment and Parks

Minister of Finance;
Minister of Revenue;
Minister responsible
for the Montreal region

514-341-1151

Marguerite Blais
MNA for Saint-Henri–
Sainte-Anne

514-482-0199

Geoffrey Kelley
MNA for Jacques-Cartier

Minister Responsible for Seniors

Minister responsible
for Native Affairs

514-933-8796

514-697-7663

Guy Ouellette
MNA for Chomedey

François Ouimet
MNA for Marquette

Chair of the Committee on
Labour and the Economy,
Parliamentary assistant to
the Minister for Transport,
Parliamentary assistant to
the Minister of Revenue

450-686-0166
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Vice-President
of the
National Assembly

514-634-9720

Lawrence S. Bergman
MNA for
D’Arcy-McGee
Chairman of the
Government Caucus

514-488-7028

Pierre Marsan
MNA for Robert-Baldwin
Chair of the
Committee on Culture
and Education

514-684-9000

Kathleen Weil
MNA for
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce

Minister of Immigration
and Cultural Communities

514-489-7581

Roadtripping with the littles can be a grand adventure
Many, many years ago, when I was a newly separated adult with a 3½-year-old daughter, Zoe, my
mother and stepfather would spend two weeks a
year traveling with the love of their lives.
At first, I was included, at least to Disney World,
but was soon ditched in favour of their lavishing
attention entirely on the “little one.” They bought
a camper and toured their beloved Maritimes,
Halifax being their home. As she grew older, they
would shlep her across Canada … the Rockies,
the west coast and cruise to Alaska.
My parents got it right.
Now, I’m the elder of the family, my folks are
long gone, and my daughter is heading in the direction of middle age. Good memories last a lifetime. Zoe vividly remembers her grandparents
during those long stretches of road, the love they
bestowed on her and the values of generosity and
closeness she adopted. She remembers their humour, forgot their squabbles, and recalls surrendering to their travelling rituals.
“I’m really grateful to have vacationed with my
grandparents and really valued the time I shared
with them. I feel it’s the most generous gift a grandparent could give and I will always be grateful to
them,” she said.
What was once a holiday with Grandma and
Grandpa is now called “multigenerational travel”
and it’s big business. In the highly competitive
travel market, this sector is one of the few that is
actually growing.
For grandparents, the challenge is designing a
stress-free vacation while infusing it with its most
important objective: cheerful interaction. So, leave
the grownup kids at home and blueprint a “grandcation” with the young ones. Allow yourself a glorious opportunity to acknowledge your lifetime
achievement award.
There are two decisions that you have to make
before collaborating with the kids, age being a key
factor. The first decision is how to get to there. The
conveyance is more important than the destination.
Exorcize grand attractions like Disney World
and its multiple-day passes, crowds and waiting
times. These humungous amusement parks simply do not contribute to cheerful interaction.
For getting-there options, the four basic choices

Roads Scholar
Mark Medicoff

are a recreational vehicle, cruise ship, car and plane.
Like any group process, you have to secure each
member’s commitment to the plan for it to succeed.
Let’s look at RVs first. Relative cost for a 10-metre-long, Class C motorhome that fits six people,
kitchen’n’all, is about $1,400 per week plus campground fees at about $30 per day. This home on
wheels is economical when you factor in accommodations and meals.
Also, an RV lets you lug around lots of clothes,
toys, bikes and hiking boots.
Sightseeing local attractions, shopping for deals
and supermarket meals are great ways to break up
the day. A board game in the evening, sheltered in
a safe camping ground, is good way to promote
inter-generational affection.
By the way, you’ll have lots of senior company
on your RV excusion. According to Canada’s RV
organization, about one-third of all Canadians
who own these vehicles are over the age of 55.
Ninety per cent of all RV owners say it is the best
way to travel with kids.
An RV affords you the mobility to plan an independent path. You can even suggest a trip around
a theme. Say, for example the kids are following
Canadian History at school. From coast-to-coast,
history comes alive in many ways. Plan a year in
advance (that popular!) and you can even sleep in
an authentic wood cabin in Upper Canada Village,
near Kingston. You would simply be amazed at the
number of alluring nearby attractions in the Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario.
A cruise or direct flight to a family-friendly resort is the next best way to enjoy a grandcation.
What gratified me most about my cruise last December was observing extended families at play
with table games, board games, dance games,
team activities and meals.
Although not budget travel, you don’t have to

Canada
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sell the family jewels to pay for a trip. Reasonably
priced and family-friendly resorts and cruises are
available, giving you ample time for cheerful interaction.
Choose the cruise carefully, however. Some
cruises are organized to free parents of their kids.
Choose the wrong cruise and you could be spending your time—and your dime—watching other
people’s kids cheer at Checkers. Balance sea time
and land time. For most young people, land activities are a magnetic attraction.
“By car” is my least favourite way of getting
there, but it does make sense if the kids are older,
you favour a one-place destination and you want
to get there as fast as possible.
Kids would find Myrtle Beach, South Carolina,
or other comparable destinations, fun for shopping, beaches, kid-golf and other pop entertainments. Aimed for the budget traveler, about 90
per cent of the condo accommodations at Myrtle
Beach come with kitchens.
Now, if you find Canada/U.S. travel humdrum,
you could always cash in your reward miles and
hop a plane to Switzerland. Accommodations are
available at about half the winter price and your
grandkids can boast of hiking in the Swiss Alps.
Switzerland’s “unlimited use of trains” is an attractive promotion at around $260 per person,
half the regular price. Kids under 16 rail free. But
travel light; the Swiss rail system is porter-free.
mmedicoff@videotron.ca

“I did it my way” should be everyone’s triumphal wedding march
ding dress (she had wanted jeans
but her mother said she wouldn’t
come). I got to dance with my dad
with shots of vodka balanced on our
heads. (Where did that tradition
come from?) A month later, my sister threw a party for our friends and
nobody gave us a blender.

Flavour Guy
Barry Lazar
said about three weeks. I checked the
calendar and saw we could get married mid-February. Thus we entered
a legal union on Valentine’s Day. It
does mean that I am unlikely to forget the date. It also means that my
mate doesn’t necessarily appreciate
my wonderful expediency and prefers to celebrate our first date, which
coincides with her birthday, but that
is another story.
Being able to organize one’s wedding lets control stay with the two
partners most concerned. Short
timelines mean that there is less of a
chance a relative or friend will meddle. Forget Mendelssohn or Wagner
(dum-dum-de-dum …). “I did it my
way” should be everyone’s triumphal
wedding march.
Large weddings do have a major
advantage. With judicious planning,
the couple gets to sample from several caterers, providing weeks of free
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Weddings are not about two people making a public commitment
to share a life together. They are not
about a ceremony that manifests its
roots in a culture or religion. All of
that is about marriage, and that is
not the same thing.
Marriage is a wonderful thing,
weddings … not so much.
As with any good chemistry, when
two elements are attracted to each
other, there can be a strong reaction.
So weddings are actually not about
tradition or anything else. They are
about power. There is a profound
structural formula at work. The
older a couple is when partners wed,
the more power they have over the
affair. The younger the couple, the
more that power is transferred to
others: wedding consultants, wellmeaning but misguided friends, and
of course, parents.
Weddings aren’t even necessarily
tied to romance. I realize this is a
cynical view.
Nevertheless, one wintry day, when
Celina and I decided to stop living
in sin (what a delightful expression!), I asked our rabbi about how
much time he legally needed to post
a notice of marriage in Quebec. He

Weddings aren’t always about romance.

meals before having to make a final
choice. Focusing on the food also
takes one’s mind off all of those nettlesome details that can ruin this important lifetime event: the design of
the invitation, how many people can
come from each side of the family,
which online retailers will be used
as gift repositories, or what statement the clergy should make that
will offend as few people as possible.
(“Say, does God really need to be involved?”).
Keeping it small, on the other
hand, offends as few people as possible. We got ours down to 16 and
had the wedding at home. Celina
wore a gorgeous handmade wed-

BBQ salmon bones
Here’s a Flavourguy summer favourite. Get salmon ribs from a fish
store. This is the part of the fish that
remains once the filets are taken off.
Cut them into plate-size portions
and marinate them in a rich sauce.
My favourite is a mixture of white
wine, soy sauce, sesame oil and Chinese chili-garlic sauce in a ratio of
4-3-2-1. (For every 4 tablespoons of
white wine, use 3 of soy sauce, 2 of
sesame oil and 1 (or less) of the chilli
sauce). Alternatively, try a mixture of
balsamic vinegar and olive oil.
Marinate for a couple of hours in
the refrigerator. Cook quickly under
a broiler or over a barbecue grill. The
flesh firms up and there is a surprisingly decent amount to eat. This is a
pick-up-and-chew meal, very casual
dining. Eat with friends.
TheFlavourguy@gmail.com

Eco-friendly investing encompasses more than the greenback
Financial
Fitness
Deborah
Leahy
If you’re concerned about social
and ethical issues, why not speak
out with your investment portfolio? Through socially responsible
investing, your portfolio can reflect
your values.
As an investor, you can support
businesses that are doing their part
to make the world a better place.
Socially responsible investing—also
known as ethical investing—is a
good way to invest in companies
with social, ethical or environmental
policies you support.
You can invest in businesses that
have good environmental track records or that make environmentally
friendly products. You can choose
companies that refuse to do business
with oppressive governments and
avoid those that do. You can steer
clear of companies whose products
pose health threats. Everybody has
their own definition of “socially responsible,” and your take on the subject will guide your strategy.
You should think of socially responsible investments as one part of
a portfolio that includes a balance of
different investment types. Because

the universe of socially responsible
investing is still relatively small, focusing exclusively on these types of
investments is too limiting for most
investors. A narrowly focused portfolio can leave you vulnerable to the
ups and downs of one investment
group, while you miss out on investment opportunities elsewhere.
One of the challenges of socially
responsible investing is that it can be
hard to find acceptable investments
on your own. Screening companies
to determine whether they meet your
criteria can be difficult and time-consuming. You may have to examine a
corporation’s structure, its business
practices, its history and where and
with whom it conducts business.
A much easier route is through
mutual funds. Canada has a growing
selection of funds that seek out socially responsible, ethical and environmental investments. These funds
do the screening for you, by picking
investments that meet their criteria.
Plus, you’ll get the typical benefits
of mutual funds: ease of investing,
professional management and diversification through the selection of
individual investments held by each
fund.
When choosing a fund, be sure
its objectives match yours. What’s
deemed socially responsible can
vary from fund to fund. For example, some funds might focus on
companies with an innovative envi-

“Someone’s sitting in the shade today because
someone planted a tree a long time ago.”
~ Warren Buffet
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ronmental approach. Others might
avoid companies connected to such
industries as tobacco or gambling.
As you would with any mutual
fund investment, pay attention to the
fund’s performance record, its management style, level of risk and other
factors that will determine whether
a fund has a place in your portfolio.

It’s a good idea to meet with an investment professional before making socially responsible investments.
Your adviser can help determine
which investments fit with your objectives.
Deborah Leahy is a financial
adviser with Edward Jones,
member CIPF.

Bloomsday festival celebrates Ulysses

For Ulysses lovers, James Joyce aficionados, and good old Irish people out there, don’t fret, McGill’s
Bloomsday festival is on its way.
Music, dancing and storytelling are
just some of what to look forward
to at this year’s festival, taking place
June 14-16.
Indulge your literary mind with
talks on James Joyce and public read-

ings of Ulysses, or have a little fun
with some Joyce/Ulysses-inspired
trivia contests as well as films on
Irish culture.
Events will be held all over Montreal, including McGill University,
the McCord Museum, Atwater Library and at Irish pubs.
514-398-8234, mcgill.ca/conted/
milr/bloomsday

What would we do without Dad?
Common
Cents
Ivan Cons
One of the most anticipated events
of the year, at least in my house, is
upon us.
On June 17, dads old and new, as
well as granddads, are singled out for
all the things they do throughout the
year. Many Dads are unsung heroes
diligently fulfilling their responsibilities, not looking for recognition or
accolades, simply trying to maintain
a secure and happy environment for
their families.
All you dads out there, have you
ever asked yourself what your family would do without you? Think
of the myriad of things that would
not get done. Who would take out
the garbage, change the snow tires,
fix the little broken things around
the house? Help with homework,
comfort tears of sadness, come up

Residence

Westhill

Age
73
79
83
86

Since 1948
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Female
6%
7%
8%
9%

Male
7%
8%
9%
10%

with the extra $20, put gas in the
car, chauffeur the kids at all hours,
get up to go to the rink at 5 am for
hockey practice, eat the leftovers,
drive the 26 hours to Florida, run
to the depanneur at night to pick up
milk, talk to the school principal,
fix the computer, magically pay the
bills, give up the umbrella, feed the
goldfish, walk the dog in the snow
and rain, unblock the toilet, watch
a chick flick, teach the kids how to
ride a bike and play catch, put things
away when no one is looking and say
the kids did it.
Take the last shower with no hot
water, bake Pillsbury cookies, start
the fire in the fireplace, brew the
early morning coffee, pick up the
newspaper, mow the lawn, char the
meat on the barbeque ...
Dads and granddads: Take the day
off. Sleep in and let someone else deal
with all the things you do. Smile in
appreciation when you receive those
cards with the antique cars and fishing
poles on them. Enjoy that new power
tool and driver.
You’ve earned it.

Artistic director Markgraf comes full circle

The next show, Back in ’59 by Thom
Currie, starts three days later. It’s an upAfter 20 years of professional theatre, beat musical about a group of friends
opera and everything in between, Hud- reminiscing at their high school reson Village Theatre artistic director union. July 11-22.
Heather Markgraf has come full circle.
Another ode to the times past, In the
Markgraf is back at the helm after eight Mood—A Time to Remember, celebrates
years, just in time for the 20th anniversary the 60th anniversary of the Hudson Music
celebration. She rejoins the company with Club, as performers revisit 1940s wartime
a new board that will be tested immedi- tunes. July 25-29.
ately, as an anonymous donor has promNed Durango Comes to Big Oak, by
ised to donate $50,000 if the company Norm Foster, closes the summer season.
can match that amount by June 30.
It tells the story of a small Canadian town
The summer season kicks off with Six where a restaurant comes up with an idea
Dance Lessons in Six Weeks, a play by that will change the lives of its residents
Richard Alfieri that tells the story of a and put their town on the map forever.
couple’s developing relationship, fostered August 8-September 2.
by their love of dance. June 6-July 13.
450-4580-5361, villagetheatre.ca.
Daniel Sailofsky

The al
ation
Intern h Hit
Smas

q e
q

A HIT AROUND THE WORLD...
A touching, well-acted tale…
but it is far more than just
a chance for a couple of
stars to show off their
twinkling feet.
British Theatre Guide

e q
Special
2 for 1

15th, 16th, 17th
Call the Box Office

13th June 8th July
villagetheatre.ca • 450-458-5361
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Marriage, to a person or a job, has challenges

Marriage is alive and well in Montreal. Good
weather arrived early in May and to our delight,
many brides and grooms were at the Old Port
with their entourage of family and friends.
This is a lovely sight to behold, and couples should
not be afraid of marriage if they have confidence
in their spouses. However, the words in the song,
“Love and marriage go together like a horse and
carriage” came to mind from a recent incident in
the Old Port when a horse was spooked and bolted
with the carriage, causing injury to a passenger.
A separation or divorce might occur when a
spouse explores “greener pastures” or there are
unresolved issues. Those who live together might
also split up, sometimes leaving children in an uncomfortable position. Insecure and destabilized,
the children may go back and forth from mother
to father. Issues build and these children begin to
act out at home and school. If they feel some cohesion, hopefully, they will overcome their fears.
If not, they may need support from family,
school officials and social workers.
Generations Foundation works with these professionals in several areas. We address food insecurity daily for about 6,500 schoolchildren.
Teamwork and other social skills are learned at
summer camp, where we send hundreds of children to enjoy the summer and build skills for the
future.
From the early years to graduation and beyond,
Generations finds ways to help out.

Residence
Anna

* Services offered:

• Blood pressure and cholesterol level
measurement
• diabetes follow-up
• injections of prescription medications
• ear irrigation**
• information and vaccination for travel
all over the world
(*) Service charge applicable
(**) prescription required

Photo courtesy of Generations Foundation

• dressing changes and wound care

HAPPY 50th ANNIVERSARY to Adrian and Natalie!

Photo: Nicolas Carpentier

Generations
Natalie
Bercovici

Tommy Kulczyk celebrates 30 years with Sun Youth.

Here at Sun Youth
Nicolas Carpentier
If there is such a thing as being married to your
job, Sun Youth’s Tommy Kulczyk is the perfect
example. Kulczyk, assistant to the executive
vice-president and director of emergency Services, celebrated 30 years of community service
on May 1.
Kulczyk was introduced to Sun Youth when
he began playing hockey for the organization in
1978. A few years later, while he was studying administration at university, Sid Stevens invited him
to come work with him for the summer months.
“I thought it would only be a summer job but,
30 years later, I’m still here,” Kulczyk says. Because
of his exceptional creativity, organizational and
communication skills, he became a well-known
and respected figure at Sun Youth.
He says Sun Youth is still around because of the
organization’s capacity to evolve and to adapt.
“We’re not smarter than anybody else. We listen,
we learn and we put programs in place to address
specific issues that are not taken care of.”
He and his wife of 30 years have two daughters,
Vanessa and Éliane.
How does he juggle job and family? “You have
to be with a great partner, someone who’s understanding and who believes in what you’re doing,”
he says. “I never missed a meeting with the teachers, never missed a medical appointment with my
children or one of their gymnastics competitions.
“I’m lucky to have two families: I have my first
family at home and a second family at Sun Youth.”

St.Christophe Mausoleum, Près du Fleuve Cemetery

2750, Marie-Victorin Blvd. East, Longueuil, QC J4G 1P5

Complex Angrignon’s Colombarium

7200, Newman Blvd., LaSalle, QC H8N 1X2

Du Ruisseau Mausoleum, Papineau Cemetery

33, Principale St., Ste.Dorothee, Laval, QC H7X 3V5

Sunday, June 17, 2012
1:00 PM Musical Concert

Come celebrate with us
in memory of our fathers

Avec vous

www.yveslegare.com . 514 595-1500
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Economic slide not all bad: Rubin
Irwin Block

As surely as lilacs bloom in spring,
gas prices in Montreal soared
above $1.33 a litre in May, and for
economist Jeff Rubin, that may not
be all bad.
There is little we can do about the
growing demand for petroleum, especially in the new consumer economies of China and India, and higher
prices for a limited resource.
Add to that the increasing cost of
bringing to market harder-to-extract
petroleum deposits such as those in
the Alberta tarsands, and it is hard
to argue with Rubin’s prediction of
$100-U.S.-a-barrel oil, even with
temporary slumps.
In this fascinating follow-up to his
best-selling first book, Why Your
World is About to Get a Whole Lot
Smaller, Rubin argues that the inexorable rise in the price of oil is the
environmentalist’s best ally.
It heralds a new type of society
where growth, propelled by cheap
oil, is no longer feasible, and we
make do with less stuff.
Some will counter that human ingenuity and innovation can overcome this challenge. And Rubin’s
earlier prediction of $200 U.S.-abarrel of oil by 2012 has not materialized. But sooner or later it will.
His new book succinctly and colourfully wraps together statistics
and major developments in the
world economy to bolster his arguments in a fast-paced narrative.
Rubin, 57, was for almost 20 years
the Toronto-based chief economist at
CIBC World Markets, appearing often

as a TV commentator.
He left in 2008 to pursue a writing
and commentary career, which was
not compatible with being a spokesman for a major bank.
He argues, for example, that the rate
of economic growth, not such international accords as Kyoto, will determine whether total greenhouse gas
emissions grow or diminish.
In the U.S., carbon emissions fell
in 2009, not as a result of any legislation, but “because the U.S. economy
shrank.”
“With the fall of the Soviet Union,
Russia’s emissions fell 30 per cent
and they weren’t even targeting
emissions,” he said in an interview.
Rubin agrees with those who oppose Kyoto, because it was designed
to redistribute emissions toward
emerging economies, not to create a
framework for worldwide reduction.
“If the tipping point is 430 parts
per million in the atmosphere, what’s
going to get us there is not emissions
from the U.S. and Canada, but emissions from China and India,” he notes.
The slowdown in Western countries is putting a damper on demand
for goods China and India export,
and that will cut their meteoric rise
in emissions.
But he ends on a positive note:
“Maybe we all need to slow down
and take a minute to breathe. Go for
a walk instead of driving to the mall.
Ride a bike rather than turning over
an engine. Put on a sweater instead
of cranking up the thermostat.”
The End of Growth, by Jeff Rubin,
Random House Canada, $29.95.
irblock@hotmail.com
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Al fresco dining is a hallmark of summer

Sandwiches include such delicacies as smoked
salmon, roast beef, artichoke and cheddar. My faThis Father’s Day—or any day—there’s noth- vorite is the Mediterranean with Monterey Jack
ing quite like eating in the sun or shade of cafés cheese, foumagerie sauce, artichoke hearts, cain Westmount Village on Sherbrooke between pers, black olives and lettuce. My favorite salad?
Victoria and Claremont.
The combined Greek and Caprese with bocconFoumagerie, with more tables outside than in, cini, celery rémoulade, tomatoes and pepper.
will satisfy your palate with their array of sandTheir cheeses are sold by the kilo or pound, and
wiches and salads, all made fresh and on the spot. they offer fresh baguette, boxed pasta and sauces.
You can eat lunch while planning what to take
home for dinner. They offer a daily special of a
sandwich and salad or soup and coffee. We often
share a salad and sandwich. Their gazpacho is the
talk of Westmount and there is a plentiful variety of vegetarian soups. You have to stand in line
during weekends, but service is fast. 4906 Sherbrooke, corner Prince Albert.
Cavallero is one of my favourite venues, offering
delicious sandwiches/paninis, exotic mushroom
and artichokes to go with them, even homemade
pasta dishes. I love their wet cappuccino but don’t
ask me exactly what is in it. There are also frozen
pastas to take home for dinner, with homemade
sauce and some of the best olive oils and balsamic
drizzles in town. Cavallero is known to the Jewish
RESTAURANT
community for their holiday challahs—definitely
the best in Montreal. Of course, they are not for
the strictly kosher crowd. 4865 Sherbrooke.
SOUVLAKI
Unfortunately, Cavallero doesn’t have washrooms. Fortunately, Davids Tea next door allows
you to use theirs. While I’m there, it’s hard to resist an iced tea and a cupcake. What a selection
and so much fun to watch them make it while
tasting the tea of the day. And Cavallero doesn’t
mind you bringing your tea in to go with your
sandwich. I guess the adage “good fences make
good neighbours” doesn’t apply here.
Next issue, I will continue with my take on other
outdoor cafés along the street. In the meantime,
don’t miss the fabulous street fair along Sherbrooke from Victoria to Claremont and beyond
from June 15-17. Happy bargain shopping!
Barbara Moser
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If we Canadians decide to invade Vermont this
summer, let’s be more pleasant about it than we
were in 1780.
In October of that year, 300 aboriginals under
the command of British soldiers took 28 Tunbridge-area boys and men prisoner. Known as the
Royalton Raid, it was the last gasp of the Revolutionary War in New England.
Many of the prisoners of war made their way
home, and it’s probable that their descendants had
a hand in the chartering of the town of Tunbridge
and the institution of two annual fairs—authorized when the town grew to 50 families.
The 2000 census heralded 362 families; the Tunbridge World’s Fair takes place in September.
Vermont’s past is celebrated June 16 and 17 at
the Tunbridge Fairgrounds, as 150 local historical societies, heritage organizations and museums
paint a fresh picture of the state with music, food,
performances and activities.
Tunbridge is about 40 minutes south of Montpelier.

Photo: M.S.Maguire

All’s fair in history-rich Tunbrige, Vermont

A sea of green surrounds Tucker’s Barn in Tunbridge.

Sources: vermonthistory.org,
tunbridgeworldsfair.com, wikipedia.org.

VERMONT TIRE
& SERVICE, INC.

Snow Mobiles:
Sleighs to Sleds

The Local Tire Store WhereYour Dollar Buys More!

On view through
October 28

Call 1800-639-1901
For an all inclusive quote
or visit us online

Featuring extraordinary
vintage snowmobiles from
the experimental early days
to the heyday of the 60s and
70s. The exhibit also includes
19th century sleighs from the
museum’s collection.

www.vttireonline.com

1877 Williston Rd. So. Burlington
By Burlington International Airport

•
•
•
•
•

Low prices
Great Service
Best Selection in Vermont
Free shuttle to shopping
Open six days a week
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S U P P O R T:

M E D I A S U P P O R T:

Shelburne Museum, 6000 Shelburne Road,
Shelburne, Vermont
7 miles south of Burlington, 802-985-3346

Bridges, ports, parks and alleyways give way to theatrics

One year ago, this column started
with a guide to getting almostfree food in Manhattan. That was
hardly good enough. So may I
apologize by modestly presenting
a month of absolutely free music,
dance, painting, poetry and theatre
amid the most beautiful (and unknown) sites in New York.
Specifically, this is the Tenth River
to River Festival (RRF), an al-fresco,
24-hour, seven-days-a-week happening across Lower Manhattan island from the Hudson to the East,
and a day/night international celebration.
If you haven’t heard of RRF, put it
down to bad bureaucratic planning.
After the bombing of the World
Trade Centre in 2001, lower Manhattan was polluted chemically (the
short term) and psychologically (the
long term). Nobody wanted to shop,
invest, visit or even think about
this, the original Manhattan, where
Dutch and British patriarchs had
built their houses, some of which
still survive.
Luring people downtown for a festival of sorts was a wet balloon until
two years ago.
Then, bureaucrats put it in the
hands of a group with the unpromising moniker of Lower Manhattan
Cultural Council. The results so far
have exceeded the title for one reason. Not a single one of the events
can be compared with any other
shows in all New York.
The South Sea Seaport will have
dances, paintings, lectures, walking
tours.
This is also the start of the Montreal Connection, with choreographer Sylvain Émard presenting his
Grand Continental, with 200 dancers weaving from there through New
York streets.
Rockefeller Park has spectacles, in-

Photos: GODLIS

Our Man In
New York
Harry
Rolnick

Past performances at River to River include Laurie Anderson (above), Rufus Wainwright and Chrisette Michele (below).

cluding Philip Glass and a 12-hour
marathon for music from the great
Bang On a Can Ensemble.
Across on Governors Island, a
famed dance company will use the
great outdoors to rehearse for a show
later in the year. And in an alley, an
Irish troupe will present a play by
Samuel Beckett.
General George Washington would
have felt at home in Fraunces Tavern
and Trinity Church, both with their
shows.
The result is non-stop artistry.

From June 15 to July 17, more than
150 performers will dance, play,
speak, sing and play dramas in the
most out-of-the-way venues.
Last year, soloists like Patti Smith
were giving concerts. This year, the
innovation is more international,
with guests from Columbia, Ireland, Africa and the Philippines represented, along with a half-dozen
American composers.
“We have 92 events doing 145
performances, seminars, exhibitions, walking tours going non-stop

over three square miles … three or
four different offerings each day,”
says Andy Horowitz, who leads the
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council.
“I have no idea how many performers, we’ll have but that’s in the
range of a thousand or more.
“The funny thing is that we don’t
have or need a theme. Right after last
year’s River to River, we would get
together and see who was available,
who would bring diversity. Yes, we
wanted to celebrate Philip’s birthday,
and his youth orchestra.

Start
planning
from only

$75
/month

Plan today
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Suite charity and other River to River events

New York’s River to River festival is an explosion of colour and sound.

“But you say you represent The Senior Times? Well, we have a staged
reading of Chekhov’s Three Sisters,
with nobody under the age of 65.
“We discovered a harp-player from
Colombia, and we have a very avantgarde choral group from the Philippines.
“Oh, and if you like John Cage,
why not Samuel Beckett? We have a
reading in an alley. And next door,
a Shakespeare company is doing
Twelfth Night.”
Along with this is a walking tour
of Brooklyn Bridge, with poems by
Whitman and Hart Crane, as well as
other walking tours of the city.
The budget for the event is minuscule, by New York standards, at $2
million.
“For that,” Horowitz says, “we have
corporate sponsors. No profit motive, but instead, yet another way to
make Lower Manhattan rebound.
The restaurants will, of course make
a profit.
“We have a seminar on the glories

of local food. Local New York food.”
Lower Manhattan still has a long
way to go.
The reconstruction of the World
Trade Centre has gone through financial manipulations and corporate
arguments that belie the community
spirit.
Occupy Wall Street had its origins in a park in the middle of
Lower Manhattan. The movement
has moved on, but the park is a
landmark. River to River has a July
exhibition of Occupy photos and
documents.
My own feeling, after looking at the
100-odd events, is that because of
its lack of any particular theme (no
jazz or chamber music festival or art
exhibition), it shows diversity and
imagination.
The area, 11 years ago, was devoted
to outrage. These events are, in many
cases, outrageous.
Whatever else you might say about
New York, this is the city at its most
resplendent.

June 21: Tiniest Extravaganza:
64 Baby Grand toy pianos, arranged in yin-yang formation with
64 players playing I-ching-inspired
music for four straight hours outside while the sun is setting on the
seaport. Whew!
June 24: Most Creative Garbage:
Kids from Children’s Museum
make paintings using recycled bottles, milk cartons and objects found
on the streets, along with on-thespot animation.
June 26-29: Theatrical Alley:
Sam Beckett lived abroad most of
his life, but he was Irish to the core.
Here, in Theatrical Alley, his Act
Without Words II is enacted by an
all-Irish troupe.
June 27-29: Finest Confinement:
Call it Suite Charity, the opposite
of outdoor venues. This play takes
place in a real hotel room in a real
hotel, with the actor wondering
what goes on outside the hotel. Not
for travelers who hate hotels.
July 2: Got The World On A
String: Renowned Mexican visual
artist Erika Harrsch and composer
Julian Watchner have put together
a “kite installation” with music to
match, apparently imitating butterflies in migratory flight, the musical
equivalent of a visual kaleidoscope.

Worth going for one line of description: “Each kite is released into the
air, accompanied by a single melodic thread of music which increases in complexity and density
as the other kites join.”
July 6-7: Perapatetic Port Pedestrians: The port section of Montreal
is fascinating, but New York’s port
district was truly where America
began. The buildings in this tourist spot originally were part of the
American maritime history. This
walking tour includes the Fulton
Fish Market, once the largest in the
world.
July 13: Top of the Taps: Imagine
a chorus of 300 tapping feet (presumably 150 tapping people) tapdancing choreography. The mind
boggles.
July 15: John Cage Unleashed:
This is an extravaganza of theatre,
music, singing, dancing, miming
and lighting. Innocently titled Song
Book, you won’t be seeing any little
Schubert recitals here. Complete
surrealism, tremendous fun, unpredictable, and (if the recent San Francisco Orchestra performance was
any indication), magically beautiful.
All events and details are online at
rivertorivernyc.com. Festival runs
June 17-July 15.

The most epic line dance ever imagined

The city of Montreal is accustomed
to Sylvain Emard’s choreography
breakthroughs.
He has changed styles every few
years since his debut in Montreal in
1989. His dances have been sometimes formal, sometimes using actors, at times dealing with portraits,
at times exploring memory or other
philosophical concepts.
In 2009, he created Le Grand Continental in Montreal. He chooses
200 amateur dancers and, like a
good chef in a foreign kitchen, finds
whatever local ingredients are at
hand to create a dish that has never
been seen.
“After 20 years in the business dancing can become just a job to you, This
project brought the joy of dance back
into my life,” he told La Presse.

In New York, his dancers perform
June 22, 23 and 24.

Thinking of selling your home?
Wonder what your property is worth in today’s market?
We have the tools to help you make the right decision!
Call us for a FREE home evaluation
Sophie Bertheau
Tel. 514.963.4955

www.immomonica.com
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Monica Rzemien
Tel. 514.738.5777

Top 10% of agents in Royal Lepage

THE BEST MUSICIANS
IN THE WORLD IN MONTREAL
from June 28 to July7!
directly from Las Vegas

SOME OF THIS YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS:
neau presents

Didier Morisson

Battle of the Bands V
FOR THE FIRST TIME, THESE TWO
LEGENDARY BIG BANDS FACE OFF

DUKE COUNT
BASIE
ELLINGTON
orchestra
orchestra orchestra
VS

Sammy
Frank
OVER 800 CONCERTS,
600 ACTIVITIES
AND ANIMATIONS

Dean

Joey

Saturday, July 7 • 6 p.m and 9:30 p.m. • Théâtre Maisonneuve, PdA

WITH THE GRAND ORCHESTRA OF THE SANDS HOTEL
LES GRANDS CONCERTS

Sunday, July 8 • 2 p.m. • Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier, PdA
ÉVÉNEMENTS SPÉCIAUX

montrealjazzfest.

com
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W hat ’ s happening in J U N E
ARTS

Galerie Mile End • until June 17
Group exhibit: Blanc et Noir. 5345 Parc.
514-271-3383 ame-art.com

Unitarian Church • Sat. June 9
Carmina Choir presents: Life Upon the Wicked
Stage – music from a variety of theatrical entertainments. 8pm. Suggested donation $10.
5035 de Maisonneuve W. 514-843-6497

Salon de Thé Gryphon d’or • Tues. June 12
Shirley Katz vernissage. 6:30-9:30pm. 5968 Monkland.

Rialto Theatre • Wed. June 13
Opera da Camera presents: Heroes and Villains. 7:30pm. $20. 5723 Parc. 514-770-7773
(Rialto) or 514 227-0805 (Opera da Camera)
operadacamera.ca or theatrerialto.ca

St. Vincent-Marie Church • June 16 & 17
Flea market. 10815 Armand Lavergne. 514-660-0649

CLUBS & GROUPS

Stewart Hall • Thurs. June 14
Benefit concert for NOVA West Island’s Carousel
for Children Program. 7pm. 176 Lakeshore, Pointe
Claire. 514-630-1220 x1777

Hope & Cope
Bereavement support group meets on the first and
third Tuesday of the month. 514-340-8222 x853

Saint George’s Anglican Church • Sun. June 17
Concert of Finnish and Scandinavian music. 3pm.
1101 Stanley. 514-790-1245

Jewish Public Library
Book review series • Thurs. June 14
Vivianne M. Silver reviews The Arrogant Years by
Lucette Lagnado. 2pm. 5151 Côte Ste. Catherine.
514-345-2627 x3006 jewishpubliclibrary.org

Eleanor London Côte Saint-Luc Public Library
5851 Cavendish 514-485-6900
In the Headlines • Fri. June 8, 15 & 22
BAZAARS
Hershey Dwoskin speaks on what lies behind the world news headlines. 2 pm. Free.
Dorval-Strathmore United Church • Sat. June 16
Concert • Thurs. June 28
Garage sale and BBQ, treasures and books galore. Temple Emanu-El Beth Sholom • Wed. June 13 Min Rager Quintet. 7 pm. Tickets: $7 in advance
BBQ to benefit the Canadian Cancer Society. 9am- Tribute to Rabbi Lerner, dessert reception.
$10 day of event.
2pm on the lawn. 310 Brookhaven. 514-631-6171 RSVP: 514-937-3575 x 215. 4100 Sherbrooke W.

Single Person’s Association
Dance • Sat. June 16
8pm. For more activities: home.total.net/~spa
7771 Bouvier, LaSalle. 514-366-8600
Helvetia Seniors Club
Social & lunch • Thurs. June 21
Monkland Grille, 6151 Monkland. 450-687-5256
Montreal Urban Hikers
The Botanical Garden • Sat. June 30
8:30am. Meet at Sherbrooke, east of Pie IX in front
of the garden gates. $2 donation. 514-938-4910
ehynes@sympatico.ca montrealurbanhikers.ca

EVENTS
Schulich School of Music • until June 15
End of year concerts by students. See website for schedule. 555 Sherbrooke W.
mcgill.ca/music/events

Enjoy Fête nationale,
Canada Day parties

Maisonneuve Park is
ground zero for good times
during Montreal’s Fête nationale on Sunday, June 24.
Activities and music run
Church of St. Andrew and St. Paul • Thurs. July 5 from 6 pm to 1 am.
Hitting the stage at the park are Alain-François
Organ Intermezzi series presents John
Grew. 12:15pm. Donations accepted for the and Alfa Rococo from 3 to 7 pm and again at 9 pm.
The Grand Spectacle features such performers as
ReachOut with Music Program. 3415 Redpath.
Guy A. Lepage, Jean-Pierre Ferland, Ariane Mof514-842-3431 standrewstpaul.com
fatt, David Giguere and Adam Cohen of Montreal. Surprise guests are planned.
Westmount Park Lagoon • Sun. July 8
If you can’t make it to the park, the show will
Summer Concerts in the Park series presents
be broadcast on Radio-Canada television and
Sheila Smith Quartet 2-4pm. 514-989-5226
Rhythm FM and CKOI radio stations.
LIBRARIES
fetenationale-montreal-qc.ca
On Sunday, July 1, join
Atwater Library
enthusiastic crowds in cel1200 Atwater. 514-935-7344 atwaterlibrary.ca
ebration of Canada Day.
Book club discussion • Wed. June 13
This year, the O Canada
Mary Soderstrom leads a discussion of The MemFoundation will be on hand
oirs of Hadrian by Marguerite Yourcenar. 7:30pm
in the Old Port to attempt
Workshop • various times between June 19-28 to set the world record for the number of people
2-1/2 hours on scanning and picture sharing. singing a national anthem at the same time in sevOpportunity for the participants’ photos to eral cities. A 21-gun salute will be fired.
be part of a digital media exhibit at the library.
Free, family-friendly activities run from 10 am
beth@atwaterlibrary.ca or 514-935-7344.
to 11 pm.

Attention all hippy-dippy folk-music lovers

Photo courtesy Hello Darlin Productions

Peter Yarrow—yes he of Peter, Paul and Mary—
and Jim Kweskin, founder of the Jim Kweskin
Jug Band, are the headliners of the Montreal
Folk Festival on the Canal June 14-17.
It’s the fifth and biggest year for what organizers are calling the little festival that could, and it’s
happening on both sides of the Lachine Canal,
east and west of Atwater.
Yarrow, with singer songer-songwriter Sarah Jane
Scouten, will be performing Thursday, June 14, 8
pm, at the Georges Vanier Culture Centre, 2450
Peter Yarrow headlines the little festival that could.
Workman, just east of Lionel Groulx métro. $75.
Kweskin is featured Friday, June 15, with the featuring seven local groups. 2605 St. Patrick and
Ever Lovin’ Jug Band (ex Land of Stew) and Charlevoix, in the park next to Charlevoix métro.
folk rocker Daniel Isaiah. It’s also at the Georges You are welcome to camp out for the night.
Vanier Cultural Centre. $40.
$30 each day or $50 for both.
The music Saturday and Sunday is an all-afterTickets and info: montrealfolkfest.com.
noon outdoor happening starting at 1:30 pm and
Irwin Block
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Build your nest with twigs from many trees
Getting married doesn’t involve just the wedding itself. What it really means is that you are
about to set up a new life—and a home—together. You have to combine what you each have
and then blend your personal tastes to form a
comfortable nest.
Buying furniture can be a long process, from the
time it takes to figure out what you need or want
to buy, then shopping around for it and finally
waiting months for it to arrive.
If, after running around to furniture stores in
town, you have not been able to find the chair of
your dreams, or perhaps the prices were too high,
there are businesses that do most of their selling
by catalogues. There is such an enormous overhead to stocking furniture that these stores pass
the savings on to you, often 30 to 50 per cent.
Flash Decor is one such company. It has samples on the floor from different companies so you
can see the quality of the workmanship.
The storefront of Flash Decor, a family busi-
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Smart Shopping
Sandra Phillips
ness, has a small showroom of living room, dining room, bedroom and kitchen furniture, but the
majority of what they sell comes from 24 catalogues featuring 200 companies in Canada (lots
from Quebec), U.S and China. 5343 des Laurentides, Laval. 450-625-3945, flashdecor.com.
For those who have no patience or really don’t
like sitting on the floor, Meubles 123 has opened
in Montreal. You don’t have to wait for your order,
since everything is there to see, sit on, and be delivered within the month.
Meubles 123 sells Ashley Furniture, a wellknown North American brand that is sold in
easy-to-shop-in mall-size stores, and we are lucky
to be the first in Canada to have one. The quality line (16-20 collections) is cleverly displayed:
living rooms (sofas start at $399), dining rooms
(start at $399), bedrooms and home offices.
If you don’t see the one you want, the friendly
salespeople will show you all pieces available in
that line, and they have an iPad catalogue for you
to peruse. Delivery is three to four weeks. If you
want to one-stop shop, you can accessorize with
lamps, end tables, TV stands, Sealy mattresses
and even some linens. Financing is available. 2101
Dollard, LaSalle. 438-380-3456, furnish123.ca.
Lastly, furnishing a house is not only about the
furniture, but also about the accessories. Bouclair,
a name you all know, has reinvented itself as Bouclair Home. It focuses on home fashions and the
belief that something can look nice without costing
a lot of money. The clean, crisply organized stores
are a pleasure to shop in. They travel the globe to
make sure there are new products every week.
You can easily set up a bedroom (even for kids and
teens) with this season’s colours with linens, comforters, duvets, storage ottomans, baskets and mirrors. There are ready-to-hang curtains, blinds in
faux wood, or inexpensive verticals or horizontals.
Add spice to your living area with leatherette
dining chairs, tons of pillows, vases or jazz up
walls with metal wall decor, shelves and picture
frames, and finish off the look with lamps and
rugs. With 103 stores in the chain, it’s easy to find
one near you. bouclair.com.

mov ers & sha k ers
514-484-5033
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Construction

Roofing

Shingle • Elastomere
Extension • Kitchens
Bathrooms • Basements Tar & gravel

20 YE
EXPER ARS
IENCE

FREE ESTIMATES
INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT

Giving you back your time...because
life is too short for wasting weekends
and missing special moments.

Centre de l'auto
inc.

117 avenue Vincent, Lachine
(514) 364-5740 fax: 364-5890

BOTANICA

Building on Trust

TREE SERVICE
•
•
•
•

Free Estimate
Fully Insured
Competitive Prices
Certiﬁed Tree Trimmer
Certiﬁcation no. 50002

•
•
•
•

KB_senior_KB 4/23/12 2:52 PM Page 1

Pruning
Cabling
Tree Removal
Stump Removal

T. 514-733-1659 C. 514-831-8733
www.botanicatreeservices.com
info@botanicatreeservices.com
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• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
514-815-4412 •• Basements
Painting
kbconstructiongroup@yahoo.ca • Door/window
installation

General Contractors

RBQ #8361-4171-01

Language divide evident in tuition conflict, Dawson students say
Much has changed since the European colonization of the New World
began more than 500 years ago, but
one thing remains true: the French
and the English remain distinct.
As Dawson student Daniel Etcovitch explained, while the conflict
of the day may be tuition hikes instead of land ownership, many francophone and anglophone students
have displayed contrasting attitudes.
“There seems to be a cultural divide,” Etcovitch said. “French students seem to have a very different
attitude towards education than anglophones.
“The French CEGEPs and universities are the ones that went on strike
immediately, as a quick reaction to
the tuition hikes. The English students took longer to react and seem
more conscious of completing their
semester and moving on, stomaching the economic reality of the tuition hikes.”
This is because of the division of
wealth between the French and English, said Kayla Christos, a member
of striking committee Dawson Persists.
“Whether we like it or not, the
English community in Quebec tends
to be a lot wealthier than the French,
which leads (the English) to believe
that a hike of tuition fees would only
better the universities and make
them more exclusive,” Christos said.
Nicholas Di Penna, a Dawson student who has been actively involved
in the protests, also attributes this
cultural divide to the oppression he
says the French population has dealt
with in the past.
“We need to remember that francophone students have had to literally fight for everything they have,
whether it was the installment of
places like Université de Québec a
Montréal and Université de Québec
à Outaouais or even the installment
of the CEGEP system,” Di Penna
said.
Université de Québec a Montréal
and Université de Quebec à Outaouais were opened in 1969 and 1981,
respectively, after many requests
from the French-speaking population.
“English students haven’t had to
suffer the same oppression as our
francophone brothers and sisters
have,” Di Penna said.
Cory Schneider believes much of
the oppression felt by francophones
is exaggerated.
“French students are more defensive and always have been,” said
32 The Senior Times June 2012

Photos: The Senior Times

Daniel Sailofsky

Pirates and ninjas protest passes The Senior Times offices on Décarie Blvd. last month. Most protests have been peaceful.

Schneider, also a Dawson student.
“They try to see any little move done
by the government as an attack on
their rights.”
Christos says this is part of protecting the Québécois identity.
“Fighting for what they believe are
their rights is basically a reflex that
French people are born with,” Christos said. “The loss of their culture is
something they are always trying to
avoid.”
Protester Mia Pearson says English apathy may be caused by a lack
of understanding, as many documents, articles and debates relating
to tuition hikes are only available in
French.
“Those who aren’t fluent in French
may have a difficult time learning
about the issue,” Pearson said.
“Most people criticizing the student movement have a very uninformed view of what is going on,” Di
Penna said.
However, Schneider and Etcovitch
said that it is the protesters who
should be more aware of the bigger
economic picture before taking to
the streets.
“While I see tuition hikes as a negative necessity, they are a necessity in
today’s Quebec economy,” Etcovitch
said. “We’re running a deficit, already taking money from the other
provinces in equalization payments
and our universities are suffering because we haven’t adjusted tuition in
decades, not even for inflation.”
“You have to look at the fact that
even after these hikes, you can still
get an education at one of the best
schools in the world, McGill, for a
few thousand dollars per semester,”
www.theseniortimes.com

Flamboyant costumes have become an
important part of demonstrations.

Schneider added. “Go to any average
school in the United States and it can
leave you in debt for the rest of your
life.”
We shouldn’t compare ourselves to
other places, Di Penna said.
“Most anglophones see that we
have the lowest tuition fees and don’t
ponder why that is,” Di Penna said.
“Free education is possible here. Taxing two per cent from large corporations would be more than enough
for a free post-secondary education.”
Etcovitch, Schneider and Sara
Baron Goodman, who were interviewed separately, agreed that while
they support the democratic right
to strike, they have lost respect for
the protesters because of the tactics
they have used and the destruction
the three say some protesters have
caused.
Tensions have escalated since

demonstrations began in March, as
property has been damaged during
demonstrations and traffic and public transit have been affected. There
have been allegations of police using
unnecessary force.
“I can’t sympathize with the violent
and disruptive tactics that protesters
have resorted to, which are affecting innocent third-party citizens,”
Goodman said.
“It’s completely unfair to impede
their fellow students’ education by
not allowing them to go to class
and to finish their semester, because
they’re fighting for the right to education.”
Schneider said his anger toward
the strikers comes from the same
place. “You can’t complain that a
government is being oppressive and
infringing on your rights and then
go and infringe on everyone else’s
rights,” he said.
Di Penna blames the Quebec government, saying this isn’t how the
protesters want to be heard. “For
years we tried lobbying, peaceful
protests, letters and requests,” he
said. “The government had ignored
us and dismissed our legitimacy. Believe me, if the government hadn’t
ignored us, people wouldn’t have felt
desperate, desperate enough to use
civil disobedience as a tactic.”
“The media writes about students
being violent, about traffic being
blocked, about the ‘terrorism’ committed by the students,” Christos
said. “But they leave out police brutality, the corruption of the government, and the way that the students
are being silenced by laws and unfair rules.”

Painting and sculpture are part of animated life at Symphonie
From sculptors and singers, to painters and
programs, Donna Farmer and the people who
live at Residences Symphonie know how to have
a good time.
While Farmer, an animator at Symphonie, may
have been the primary group leader and coordinator of this year’s event on May 31, it was the
residents who stole the show.
“It’s lovely seeing these people try new things
and express themselves through art,” Farmer said.
“It’s also a way for them to be with other people
and work together.”
Farmer says it is her mission to bring joy and fun
to all the residents.
“Most residences have physical activities, which
are important,” she said. “But I believe we’ve
found a good balance between body and mind,
heart and soul.”
At this year’s show, residents’ paintings and
sculptures were on display as the Symphonie
choir gave a concert.
As each musical number was performed, from
Broadway classics like If I Were a Rich Man to
such ballads as Hallelujah, Farmer could be seen
dancing, conducting and encouraging the choir
and audience to enjoy themselves.
“Since I became a caregiver for my mom many
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The art of Ann Goldberg and Barry Goldenberg, along
with that of other residents, at Residence Symphonie.

years ago, I’ve always been a big advocate for activities for seniors, and this is why.”
Much of the art came courtesy of the husband
and wife team Barry Goldenberg and Ann Goldberg. Barry crafted four sculptures; Ann four
paintings.
Goldenberg, 62, suffered a stroke 16 years ago
and he does not have the use of his dominant
right hand.
“It’s a bit harder with only one hand, but I can do

I express myself in sculpture since I am not a poet.

CHORAL
SINGING
SUMMER SCHOOL
2012 EDITION

Gala
Concert
June 30 2012 • 8 PM
th

Redpath Hall, McGill University
555 Sherbrooke West, Montreal

RAVISHING PROGRAM OF
CONTEMPORARY WORKS
FOR CHOIR AND PIANO
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Robert Ingari

TICKETS
Regular : $20 Student : $12
* Plus taxes and service charge

Tickets at the door
USherbrooke.ca/musique
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~ Aristide Maillol

it,” Goldenberg said. “At first, I couldn’t even talk,
so I’ve come a long way.”
“Barry was a dentist before he had a stroke, so he
knew how to carve and was great with his hands,”
Goldberg said. “I’ve watched him tie a knot with
one hand.”
Shirley Spector’s painting Happy Hydrangeas
was particularly eye catching, with its bright colours and intricate details.
“It was my first time painting, so I just tried to
do my best, pick out colours and have fun,” Spector said.
“Food, activities, shows, it’s like a cruise ship
here,” said Nessa Corber, whose mother and aunt
are both residents at Symphony. “I already told my
mom, once I’m her age, I can’t wait to come here.”

In praise of McVey’s executive sensibilities
My compliments on
the cover story article
on Lynne McVey (May
2012 issue).
We need to address the
importance of nurses
on the health care team;
the need for basic and
highly specialized education for the profession; the pressing needs
for care in the mental
Lynne McVey
health field; and the
important appointment of one of the profession’s
most respected nurses to the key executive posi-

tion in the whole mental health field.
McVey will bring not only her demonstrated
focus of patient care as the basis for all decisions,
but a finely honed ability to sort out the factors
that affect care at the executive level.
I’m sure you’ll agree that too often decisions at
the executive level can be made on the basis of
“numbers.” There is little danger of that with the
executive sensibilities of McVey. Not too many
other mental health leaders will bring such an
ability to integrate the acute treatment services
with those of the community.
La Belle Province is well served by this appointment.
— Lorine Besel

Clarification: Lynn McVey, profiled in the May issue of The Senior Times as the new chief executive of the Douglas Hospital, should have been referred to as the first female executive director of a
hospital affiliated with the McGill University Health Network.
Dr. Joyce Boillat, who retired in 1993, was the first female director-general at the Douglas.

Variety of shows on tap

Illustration not
covered by medicare
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Montreal has such a rich theatre scene that
stage-lovers can be overwhelmed trying to find
a show that will please everyone in their entourage. The Lakeshore Players’ Café Theatre could
be the answer.
The intimate, café-style evenings feature one-act
plays, monologues and musical numbers.
Bob Vereniks, who has acted and directed in Europe and Canada since 1945, directs two monologues by Don Nigro: Axis Sally and How Many
Children Had Lady Macbeth.
Also directing this year is Ricky Zurif. She
presents Playwriting 101: The Rooftop Lessons by
Rich Orloff, a short play on the art of acting. Bill
Fletcher, last seen in this year’s The Real Inspector
Hound, directs Accidental Death of a Salesman by
Nick Mitchell.
Café Theatre 2012 runs till June 9. Sarto Desnoyers Community Centre, 1335 Lakeshore Drive
in Dorval, 8 pm. $10. 514-631-8718.

In a time when many families are suffering from financial hardship, losing a loved
one can be even more devastating. It is during these uncertain times that you should
seek the best value on funeral services. You want straight answers, not surprises.
Your Dignity Memorial® provider promises to show you the cost for everything
you will receive – a practice not matched by some funeral homes. With the Dignity
Memorial network, you will appreciate our integrity and the real value of the
services you receive.
When you see and experience all that’s offered by your Dignity Memorial
provider, you will discover they provide an incomparable value – making for an
easy choice at a very difficult time.
The Dignity Memorial network: North America’s leading funeral homes and
cemeteries, united to bring you the services you need when it matters most.

Don’t bet on the horse: bet on the jockey at the Fringe festival
Wow. The Montreal Fringe Theatre
Festival is entering its 22nd year.
Who woulda thunk?
Now, to the chase. Shrewd gamblers quip, “Don’t bet on the horse,
bet on the jockey.”
With that in mind, I pick (among
English language shows running
June 14-24), in alphabetical order:
Act of Rod: Jockey Robin Henderson (of DanceAnimal fame) rides
herd as director of sketch comic Rod
Ramsey’s space station 2035 TV
show, “the most popular in the solar
system.”
Harvester: Paul Van Dyck, playwright and director, takes us even
farther into the future, 2112, with
this story of a man who may be the
last person alive.
Hippolytos: Jockey-actors Johanna
Nutter and Lindsay Wilson can really emote as Phaidra and the Choros
in this modern Aphrodite revenge
drama, based on Euripides’s golden
oldie (no royalty problems here).
Jem Rolls: Ten Starts and an End:
Brit Jem Rolls returns for his 11th
straight appearance, a spoken word
marvel. He turns 50 for his last show,

Photo sourtesy of Motet

Byron Toben

In Out of the Fog, two women duke it out over a child in private school.

on June 23.
Jocasta’s Noose: Ann Lambert’s
latest play, written and directed by
elle-meme. With frequent collaborator Laura Mitchell acting, this
teacher-student piece promises inter-generational fireworks.
Nothing Never Happens in Norway: Joanne Sarazen has written
book and lyrics for this rollicking
musical adaptation of Ibsen. Hendrik has not been channeled since
Rover founder Marianne Ackerman’s
clever takeoff at Fringe 1991.

At the Wellesley
you’re always
welcome!
Respite &
short-term stay
starting at

$

65

/day

230 Hymus Blvd., Pointe-Claire
514.697.7331
Member of RQRA

Our undivided attention | allegroresidences.com
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Out of the Fog: Jane Gilchrist
wrote and acts in this premiere, directed by head jockey Jacqueline van
de Geer, fresh from her fine The Dining Room. Veteran Victoria Barkoff
dukes it out with Jane over a child in
a private school.
Pitching Knife Fight: Walter J.
Lyng, The Suburban’s theatre critic,
is also a pop-culture guru. Here, he
lays on the hype in making a film
pitch.
Tough!: Kirsten Rasmussen, back
from the Adelaide Fringe, wrote and

stars in this story of a lounge singer
turned boxer.
Shades of macushla, this milliondollar baby is amazing as both herself and her opponent.
Triple Cross: Rover theatre critici
Anna Fuerstenberg has the farce
with her in writing and directing this
tale of the ever popular subjects of
money, betrayal and, oh yes, sex.
White River White Tree: A Ghost
Story: Ned Cox writes and directs a
“proper” ghost story to balance all
the light-hearted fun at the Fringe.
Also plan to see:
Jewish Girls Don’t Kayak: Jewishness embracing other cultures, from
Ontario; Le Projet Migration: Dance
critique of immigration bureaucracy,
from California; She Has a Name:
On human trafficking, from Calgary; Last Man on Earth: On silent
movies, from Toronto; Ukrainian
Dentist’s Daughter: Ukrainian identity and the arts, from Seattle.
Most shows are about an hour long.
Get the free Fringe guide, which details all.
Tickets average $10 with $2 service
tax. Three-show pass, $28; six for
$55; 10 for $85.
514-849-FEST, montrealfringe.ca

Discover a taste for every ear at the International Jazz Festival
Jazz fan or not, there is a tremendous range of music in free outdoor
venues and paid indoor ones to satisfy most tastes at this year’s Montreal International Jazz Festival.
The first of hundreds of daily shows
starts Wednesday, June 27, and continue until Sunday, July 7, with three
big blowout concerts where the crowds
are in the tens of thousands. There is
almost no place to sit and they are best
suited for the hale and hearty.
The best way to sample festival sounds is to spend a few hours
checking out the free concerts on a
mild afternoon or evening at the various outdoor stages scattered around
the festival site. They are in the quadrilateral bounded by Ste. Catherine,
de Maisonneuve, Jeanne Mance and
Clark. The lineup is posted on site
and listed in free festival programs.
Here are my picks for the indoor,
ticketed events:

June 28

Singer-songwriter James Taylor
returns after a four-year absence to
rekindle the light with such songs as
Carolina in My Mind, You’ve got a
Friend, Fire and Rain. Salle Wilfrid
Pelletier, Place des Arts. $95 to $152.
Also June 27.
Pianist Rafael Zaldivar, a Cuban
ex-patriot, an emerging talent on the
local scene, welcomes the great U.S.
saxophonist Greg Osby to L’Astral,
305 Ste. Catherine, 6 pm. $27.
Master accordionist Richard Galliano plays everything from Bach
to Piazzolla with tremendous verve
and colour. Maison Symphonique de
Montréal, 7 pm. $57-$65.
Electric bassist Stanley Clark goes
acoustic in a duet with virtuosic pianist Hiromi. Théâtre Jean Duceppe,
Place des Arts, 8 pm. $65.

June 29

The dream-team duo of pianist
Kenny Werner and singer/songwriter/pianist Patricia Barber—love
and values are her focus—perform.
Maison Symphonique de Montréal,
7 pm. $57.
Saxophonist Wayne Shorter, original, enigmatic, often poetic, arguably
the most important jazz musician at

Photo courtesy of the jazz fest

Irwin Block

Richard Galliano plays Bach to Piazzolla at Maison Symphonique de Montréal.

Saxophonist Remi Bolduc celebrates his 50th birthday with pianist François Bourassa, and other
Montreal musicians in their prime.
L’Astral, 6 pm. $27.
Born in Russia, raised in Israel,
Sophie Millman blossomed as a
jazz vocalist in Toronto and travels
the world as a star performer. Club
Soda, 6 pm. $41.

July 6

Trumpeter Tom Harrell closes the
nightly sessions at Upstairs Jazz Bar
and Grill, with two performances in
a piano-less quartet. 1254 Mackay
St., 7 and 9:45 p.m., repeating July 7.
$49 per set.
Singer Ranee Lee, also a strong
actor, re-creates the brilliant, tragic
life of Billie Holiday, the greatest of
them all, in word and song. L’Astral,
6 pm. $33.

this festival, leads a stellar quartet. $69. Runs till July 7.
July 3
Théâtre Maisonneve, Place des Arts,
Master saxophonist James Carter
9:30 pm. $66-$82.
June 30
performs with his (Hammond B3)
Trumpeter/composer Joe Sullivan organ trio, the powerful blues singer
July 8
leads his local quartet with guitarist Miche Braden and Rodney Jones, a
A staged “battle of the bands,” pitLorne Lofsky in music that is adven- superb guitarist. Club Soda, 6 pm. $55.
July 4
ting The Duke Ellington Orchestra
turesome and challenging. L’Astral, 6
Montreal bassist Adrian Vedady against the Count Basie Orchestra,
pm. $27.
July 1
is joined by U.S. pianist Marc Cop- will re-create the swing era. Salle
Meshell Ndegeocello, a gifted land, a gorgeous improviser. L’Astral, Wilfrid Pelletier, Place des Arts, 2
American singer/songwriter and 6 pm. $27.
pm. $85-$103.
bassist, meshes idioms, from jazz to
Ambrose Akinmusire, Blue Note’s
Note: Most prices include taxes and
hip hop, with her oh-so-smooth de- new “young trumpet lion,” struts his service charges rounded out. They
livery and swing. Club Soda, 1225 St. stuff in a Montreal debut that could may be slightly lower if purchased at
Laurent, 10 pm. $41.
be a classic. Gesù Centre de créativ- the venue. montrealjazzfest.com
July 2
ité, 10:30 pm. $36.
irblock@hotmail.com
An exceptional day: Classy bassist
Ron Carter, who has graced 2,000
albums, returns with ace guitarist
Russell Malone and pianist Donald
Vega, Club Soda, 6 pm. $53.
Miles Smiles, a sextet of such Miles
Alexandrine
Véronique
Sébastien
Annie
Josiane
Ivanie
Davis alumna as trumpeter Wallace
Godin Blouin, ap.
Hébert, ap.
Tremblay, ap.
Bouchard, ap.
Martel-Viau, ap.
Fortin, ap.
Roney, saxophonist Bill Evans and
Pointe-Claire
guitarist Larry Coryell, salute the
(South West One)
T 514.695.2098
prince. Théâtre Maisonneuve, Place
Pierrefonds
des Arts, 9:30 pm. $56-$65.
(Pierrefonds medical Centre)
They share their lives and art: PiaT 514.684.8460 #218
nists Bill Charlap and Canadian-born
Hudson
(Hudson Medicentre)
Renee Rosnes challenge and compleT 514.695.2098
Recognized by RAMQ, CSST,
ment each other. Gesù Centre de
Ville Saint-Laurent
(Plein-Ciel Clinic)
War Veterans and Private
créativité, 1202 Bleury, 10:30 pm. $46.
T 514.331.9559
Insurance Companies
Do not miss the off-Broadway hit
Ahuntsic
T 514.331.9559
The Devil’s Music: The Life and Blues
of Bessie Smith, the one-woman muMontréal Est
T 514.256.6565
sical starring Miche Braden, who
Rosemont
follows the highs and lows of the
T 514.256.6565
Tremblay & Villeneuve
most popular blues artist of her era
(1894-1937). Cinquième Salle, Place
* An evaluation by a hearing-aid acousticians is required to assess
cliniqueauditive.com
if the hearing aid is appropriate to the patient needs.
des Arts, 7 p.m., (8 p.m. on July 3).
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coiffure and had my hair coloured
(now you know) and trimmed for a
mere $30.
It started to pour as I was being
converted back to my younger self,
and by the time I had to leave to walk
back and meet Irwin at the hotel,
there were pools of water on the
streets. The thunderstorm seemed
to come out of nowhere, typical for
The first night we saw a concert/ this season.
(In Buenos Aires we were drenched
dance/song performance by local
youth of all ages. I believe we were at least twice a day and only rememthe only tourists among the many bered our raincoats the second day.)
After three nights of exploring this
proud parents. We were very happy
lovely town, we headed out on a
in Salta.
short bus ride (four hours) to HumaThe weather was perfect (30C or huaca, our first Inca village on the
86F in the shade), the city clean and Salta to Bolivia route.
pretty, the architecture some of the
loveliest we’ve seen, and the people
friendly and helpful. The magenta
and yellow Igelsia San Franncisco is
the town’s most striking landmark.

It’s Salta the earth in Argentina

We left magnificent Iguazu Falls,
straddling the border of Argentina
and Brazil, feeling elated: Yes, life is
a trip and our world in its natural
splendour can be magnificent.

We boarded the bus heading for
Salta—in northwestern Argentina
just below the Bolivian border and
east of Chile—at 9:45 am. But this
25-hour Flecha Bus ride was nothing
like the ride-in-luxury we enjoyed
from Buenos Aires to Puerto Iguazu:
No service. No drinks. A lousy dinner at 10 pm and an automatic flushing toilet in attack mode.
Still, we managed to sleep well, arrived in Salta and, rolling along with
our backpacks-on-wheels, found
a wonderful the old and charming
Hotel Sarta on one corner of the
town’s beautiful central square called
Julio 9. We found the hotel ourselves, the price was right, and were
we proud of our find! Everything was
within a five-minute walk, including
an artsy coffee shop, the Fine Arts
Museum where we saw children’s
interpretations of modern masters
and three local artists, the Van Gogh
Café, where we had lunch, a string of
outdoor vendors selling ethnic jewellery and an archeological museum
that happened to be closed for the
summer. We hardly left the square.

Our hotel exuded as much old
world elegance as one hotel can, but
the outdoor pool-bathtub, with little
shade, left a little to be desired.
What a beautiful city! We walked
down the small streets off the plaza
to find a superb Lebanese restaurant
featured in our guidebook.
I discovered a hole-in-the-wall

This town of half a million is all
about charm. We settled in for a
couple of days and got used to the
hospitality and slow pace of northern
Argentina before setting out for the
Inca villages to the north—Humahuaca, Purmamarca and Tilcara.
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Hotel Salta

Travelling with Diego, the Malibu chihuahua: Viva la fiesta
Barbara Moser
I know we just had a column,
penned by our travel scholar, Mark
Medicoff, on travelling with dogs,
but he didn’t have the pictures to
prove it.
This May, Irwin and I took a wonderful 10-day vacation to L.A. to
visit my daughter Amy, her partner, Todd, my sister Sheri and my
little niece Cleo. We took Diego,
our 4-year-old Min-Pin-Chihuahua
along with us.
A few passengers asked us about
how we managed to get Diego into
the cabin, maybe thinking we had
snuck him in. People don’t seem
to know a dog can travel under a
passenger’s seat, provided the dog
is under about 15 pounds. On Air
Canada, the one-way cost is $50.
This wasn’t the first trip for Diego.
We adopted him in L.A. two years
ago and brought him across the border to start his new life in a slightly
colder climate. (Would you believe
he has grown an extra coat of fur for
his new habitat?) This was his second time back in L.A. to visit.
Fellow travelers marveled at how
quiet he was. He didn’t move the en-

tire six-hour flight. At 10 pounds, he
is slightly fatter than when we first
brought him, but he loves to snuggle
in his case, be it in an airplane or any
other indoor venue.
When we landed, our fellow passenger in the window seat had no
idea he had been under the seat the
entire time.
We were advised by our vet not to
tranquilize him because he is small
and there can be side effects. Knowing our Diego to be extremely quiet
and just happy to be with us, he
didn’t need meds for the trip.
There is a limit to the number of
small dogs allowed on a flight, so
when you make your reservations,

check that you have your dog’s ticket,
too. Crossing the border was no
problem. We had the ticket and no
one asked for his vaccination forms,
but we had them just in case.
Here are some pictures of Diego
and Geordi (Amy and Todd’s dog)
rollicking on Malibu Beach, just to
show you that it was all worth it.
Diego stayed with Amy and Todd
when we were at the Tarzana Inn visiting my sister. But we did find out
that the inn allows dogs, as do many
L.A. hotels, for a fee. At the Tarzana
Inn, it was $10 a day.
As far as going to Europe, we
haven’t crossed that bridge yet. It will
be our next adventure with Diego.

Amy Newborn (top left) with Diego and
Geordi; “little boys”; Todd and Diego.
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